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SWAIN TUEBIKE WATER WHEEL, SEE PAGE 142. 
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PREFATORY OBSERVATIONS. 



The aim of this volume is to present to the reader facts and incidents 
in the history of Lawrence, many of which will appear to the older 
resident as a thrice told tale. Some portions, however, have never 
before been published. These have been collated to rescue them from 
oblivion. To many much of the material here presented may be of 
little interest. The author deems it a sufficient excuse for presenting 
it that it has interested himself. 

In the statistical portion of the work, Ballardvale, Andover, North 
Andover and Methuen are included, for the reason that the interests of 
these places have become, in a great measure, identical with those of 
Lawrence. More especially are North Andover and Methuen included, 
because they are very soon to be still more intimately united to us by a 
horse-railway, and moreover, because they will both undoubtedly come 
under the municipality of Lawrence in the course of the next decade. 

In all that has been embodied in these pages, the aim of the author 
has been to obtain facU in the order of 'their coming, and to present 
them, without imbellishment or coloring, for the use of those who may, 
in coming years, see fit to enlarge upon the themes which he has only 
touched. 

In our labors upon this work, our memory, when undecided, has been 
refreshed by correspondence with those who, like us, were among the 
pioneers in the great enterprise of helping to build up a city. We are 
also under special obligations to Mr. George R. Rowe, the clerk of 
our city, and to the clerks of Andover and Methuen. 

J. F. C. HAYES. 
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ORIGIN OF LAWRENCE. 

It is now but about fifty-three years since the first power 
loom was set in motion in America, at Waltham.* A bolder 
step in the interest of humanity had pever been taken on this 
continent, and to Francis C. Lowell, Patrick T. Jackson and 
Nathan Appleton the industry of the country is most deeply 
indebted for that important enterprise. The looija had 
been constructed by Mr. Lowell from a description of an 
English machine, then kept a most profound secret from every 
one except the operative weaver. The dresser was also con- 
structed by Mr. Lowell from drawings obtained in England, 
and in its first application was an improvement upon the 
English machine, and with only slight alterations both these 
machines, or rather machines made after their pattern, are 
still in use in the mills of this country upon the fabrication 
of all plain goods. At the period to which we allude, common 
cotton goods were selling in Boston at about thirty-three cents 
per yard. Mr. Jackson told Mr. Appleton at the time that 
he would be satisfied with twenty-five cents, but so long as 
purchasers were willing to pay the additional rate at auction — 
all domestic goods being then sold at auction — it was not in- 
cumbent upon the manufacturers to fix a price upon their 
goods. Gradually the prices of common brown sheetings de- 
clined as follows : 1816, 30 cents per yard; 1819, 21 cents 
per yard; 1826, 13 cents per yard; 1829, 8 1-2 cents per 
yard ; 1843, 6 1-4 cents per yard. 



♦The first cotton factory in America was incorporated February 3, 1789, by the 
legislature of Massachusetts. It was located in the west parish of Beverly, and owned 
by Hon, George Cabot and Dr. Joshua Fuller. The corporators named in the act 
were John Cabot, George Cabot, Deborah Cabot, Andrew Cabot, Moses Brown, Joshua 
Fisher, Israel Thorndike, James Leonard, Thomas Somers and Isaac Chapman of 
Beverly, and Henry Higginson of Boston. The charter granted the right to own 
£10,000 of personal and £80, 000 of real estate. The Salem Register says President 
Washington visited this mill October 30, 1789. The work, both of carding and spin- 
ning, was probably done by hand, as when the concern was sold to Samuel Blanchard 
of Wenham and George S. Johannot of Balcm, they erected a mill on Bass river for 
spinning by ivcUer power. A mill with 22 spindles, for spinning cotton, was set in 
operation at Pawtucket in 1792. These spindles were increased in 1805 to 900, making 
it the largest spinning mill in America. In 1808 no less than 34 cotton factories, with 
20|000 spindles, were set in motion in the state of Rhode Island. 
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The success of the manufacturing enterprise at Waltham 
very soon induced other parties, mainly in Rhode Island and 
Connecticut, to embark in the same channel of trade, and in 
1821 — seven years after the commencement at Waltham — the 
parties interested at that place purchased the Pawtucket Canal 
and commenced operations at Lowell. From this time the 
progress of manufactures was rapid. It needed neither pro- 
found wisdom nor extraordinary foresight to fortell the rising 
of towns and cities wherever water-power could be made avail- 
able. The march of enterprise was that of a giant whose 
foot-prints marked the water-falls and commanded the rushing 
waters to stand back for the benefit of advancing humanity. 
Lowell, Nashua, Dover, Great Falls and Manchester sprang 
into life as by magic. All along the coast the power of our 
streams, large and small, was taken up to propel the spindle 
and the loom ; and where there were no water-falls, the aid of 
steam, as at Salem, Newburyport and Portsmouth, was called 
in to supply the deficiency. An occasional lull, — now named 
a crisis, now a panic, and now again a stagnation — were but 
the rest of a rushing steed to recover from over-exertion the 
strength to advance with accelerated speed and augmented 
power. What was to Mr. Nathan Appleton, in 1814, a doubt- 
' ful venture, into which he deposited five thousand dollars with 
the assurance that it was done more as an act of kindness to 
Messrs. Lowell and Jackson, than with a view that it would 
ever be returned to him from the results of the Waltham en- 
terprise, had in 1834, after a lapse of twenty years, become 
a matter of business which was generally regarded as the most 
absolutely certain to make large returns. Many of the old 
companies were making large dividends, while those not so 
fortunate seemed afraid or ashamed to admit that from some 
cause they were receiving none. Hence, when the Hamilton 
and Appleton, as an illustration, would divide from 18 to 24 
per cent, per annum, it was announced all over the country as 
an unmistakable indication of the general success of manufac- 
turing enterprises. No wonder then that every available fall 
upon a considerable stream should have been secured. Its 
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manifest destiny, in the estimation of the majority of the com- 
munity, was to run a cotton mill ; and to secure such a power 
was but another name for securing an ample fortune. 

Immediately after Lowell was founded, the people along the 
river, from that city to tide-water at Haverhill, began to pre- 
dict that the various rapids known as Hunt's, Deer Jump, 
Peters's, Bodwell's, and Mitchell's Falls would soon be taken 
for manufacturing purposes. The entire fall in this distance 
was ascertained to be about fifty feet, of which Hunt's Falls 
comprised sixteen; Deer Jump, Peters's and Bodwell's com- 
prised twenty-six, and these now afibrd the power in use at 
Lawrence. The fall below Lawrence, in two or three rapids, 
amounts to about eight feet. As early as 1833, Rev. Mr. 
Perry of Bradford predicted that the time would come when 
the Merrimac would be lined with mills from Lowell to Haver- 
hill. At about this time the enterprising people^ of Methuen 
village conceived the idea of turning the Merrimac into the 
Spicket, with a view of increasing the power at that village. 
The survey was made by Stephen Barker, Esq., and resulted 
in ascertaining that the project was not feasible. In the mean- 
time, Daniel Saunders, Esq., taking hold of the matter in a 
more practical form, bought out the right to Peters's Falls, 
thus securing the key to Bodwell's Falls below, and most 
eflFectually checkmating any e^ort on the part of others to use 
any of the power below Hunt's Falls without his co-operation. 
This purchase was made in 1837. In 1843, Mr. John Ne- 
smith, of Lowell, desired to know upon what terms Mr. 
Saunders would admit himself and Mr. Samuel Lawrence to 
become associate owners with him. The terms were made and 
accepted. The associates then purchased half of Hunt's Falls, 
and thus put themselves eflFectually in a position to control all 
the power on the river below Lowell. Subsequently, through 
the influence of Mr. Samuel Lawrence, their interest in Hunt's 
Falls was transferred to the Middlesex Mills in Lowell, of 
which Mr. Lawrence was the agent. This association then 
admitted Messrs. Daniel Saunders, Jr., of this city, and 
Thomas Hopkinson, of Lowell, and assumed the name of the 
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Water Power Association, with Mr. Lawrence as chairman, 
Daniel Saunders as land agent, and John Nesmith as treas- 
urer, and agreed to expend fifty thousand dollars in the pur- 
chase of land along the river. Mr. Saunders entered upon 
his duty as land agent, purchasing, conditionally, at about 
twice their value for farming purposes, about one hundred 
farms of various sizes. The title to many of these estates be- 
longed to parties at a distance, in Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont and New York. He secured all the desirable property 
on the north side of the river, excepting that controlled by 
Mr. Adolphus Durant, which is still in dispute, and most of 
that upon the south side of the river ; the lot upon which the 
Shawsheen House is situated, and that just south of the rail- 
way bridge, where the brick store of Mr. John, B. Howard 
stands, being the only exceptions. Having thus obtained the 
title to the land, this company, in 1844, petitioned the legis- 
lature for an act of incorporation as the Essex Company, ancl 
obtained the following 

CHARTER. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives ^ in Oeneral 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, a^ follows : 

Sect. 1. Samuel Lawrence, John Nesmith, Daniel Saunders, and 
Edmund Bartlett, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation, by the name of the Essex Company, for the purpose of 
constructing a dam across Merrimack river, and constructing one or 
more locks and canals in connection with said dam, to remove obstruc- 
tions in said river by falls and rapids, from Hunt^s Falls to the mouth 
of Shawsheen river, and to create a water power to use, or sell, or lease 
to other persons or corporations, to use for manufacturing and mechan- 
ical purposes ; and, for these purposes, shall have all the powers and 
privileges, and be subject to allf the duties, and liabilities, and restric- 
tions, set forth in the thirty-eighth and forty-fourth chapters of the Re- 
vised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold real estate not exceeding, ex- 
clusive of the expenditure for the dam and canals, three hundred Sious- 
and dollars, and the whole capital stock of said corporation shall not 
exceed one million doUats, and said stock shall be divided into shares 
not exceeding one hundred dollars each. 

Sect. 3. The said corporation is hereby authorized and empowered 
to construct and maintain a dam across said river, either at Deer Jump 
Falls, or Bodwell^s Falls, or some point in said river between said falls, 
and all such canals and locks as may be necessary for the purposes afore- 
said; and for the purpose of making said dam, and constructing the 
main canal for navigation, or transports, may take, occupy, and inclose 
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any of the lands adjoining said canals and locks, or dam, which may be 
necessary for building or repairing the same, for towing paths, and other 
necessary purposes, not exceeding twenty feet on each side of said canal, 
or locks, and may blow up and remove any rocks in said river, and dig 
in any of the lands near to said river, through which it may be necessary 
to pass said main canal : provided^ that said corporation shall not ob- 
struct the passage of rafls, masts, or floats of timber down said river 
earlier than the first day of June, in building said dam, nor keep the 
same obstructed for a longer time than five months before the opening 
of said canal for the passage thereof. 

Sect. 4. If there shall be occasion, in the prosecution of the powers 
and purposes aforesaid, to make a canal across any public highway, or if 
highways shall hereafter be laid out across such canal, it shall be the 
duty of said corporation to make sufficient bridges across said canal, 
and to keep them in good repair. 

Sect. 5. The said corporation shall make and maintain, in the dam 
so built by them across said river, suitable and reasonable fish ways, to 
be kept open at such seasons as are necessary and usual for the passage 
of fish. 

Sect. 6. The said corporation shall erect, and forever maintain such 
canal and locks as shall be necessary around any dam constructed by 
them ; the locks to be not less than twenty feet in width, and ninety 
feet in length ; and said canal shall be so constructed, that there shall 
be eas^, safe, and convenient access to, and egress from, the same, with 
fastemngs and moorings for the reconstruction of rafls or floats, after 
the egress ; and shall be free and not subject to any charges whatever 
for the passage of rafls of wood and lumber, masts, and floats of tim- 
ber, and be tended bv a keeper employed by said corporation, and 
opened at all reasonable times, promptly, for such passage. 

Sect. 7. The fishways in said dam, and the entrance and exit of 
said canal, and the moorings and fastenings at the exit, shall be made 
to the satisfaction of the county commissioners of the county of Essex, 
who shall, on application to them by said corporation, after due notice, 
in such manner as they shall deem reasonable, to all persons interested 
therein, and a hearing of the parties, prescribe the mode of constiHicting 
the same ; and any person who shall be dissatisfied with the construction 
thereof, when the same are completed, may make complaint to said 
county commissioners, setting forth that the same, or either of them, 
are not constructed according to the prescription of said commissioners ; 
and said commissioners, afler due nbtice as aforesaid, shall proceed to 
examine the same, and shall accept the same, if they shall be of opinion 
that they are built and made according to such prescriptions ; or, if they 
shall be of opinion that the same are not made according to the pre- 
scription, may require the same to be further made and completed, till 
they shall be satisfied to accept the same ; and the expenses of said com- 
missioners, in such examination, shall be paid by said corporation. 

Sect. 8. Any person who shall be damaged in his property by said 
corporation, in cutting or making canals through his lands, or by flow- 
ing the same, or in any other way in carrying into effect the powers 
hereby granted, unless said corporation shall, within thirty days after 
request in writing, pay or tender to said person a reasonable satisfac- 
tion therefor, shall have the same remedies as are provided by law, for 
persons damaged by railroad corporations, in the thirty-ninth chapter 
of the Revised Statutes. 
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Sect. 9. For the purpose of reimbursing said corporation in part 
for the cost and expense of keeping said locks and canals in repair, and 
in tending the same, and in clearing the passages necessary for the 
transit of boats and merchandise, and other articles through said canal, 
the following toll is hereby established and, granted to said corporation 
on all goods, boats and merchandise, except rafts of wood and lumber, 
masts and floats of timber passing down said canal, and on all goods 
carried up through said canal, namely: on salt, lime, plaster, bar iron, 
pig iron, iron castings, anthracite coal, stone and hay, eight cents per 
ton of twenty-two hundred and forty pounds ; on bituminous coal, 
twelve cents per chaldron of thirty-six bushels ; on bricks, sixteen cents 
per thousand ; on manure, fifty cents per load ; on oak timber, thirty- 
five cents per ton of forty cubic feet ; on pine plank and boards, thirty 
cents per thousand, board measure ; on asn and other hard stuff, forty 
cents per thousand, board measure ; on posts and rails, fifteen cents per 
hundred ; on tree nails, thirty cents per thousand ; on hop poles, twenty 
cents per thousand ; on hard wood, twenty cents per cord ; on pine 
wood, sixteen cents per cord ; on bark, twenty cents per cord ; on white 
oak pipe staves, one dollar per thousand ; on red oak pipe staves, sixty- 
seven cents per thousand ; on white oak hogshead staves, sixty cents 
per thousand ; on red oak hogshead staves, forty cents per thousand ; 
on white oak barrel staves, twenty cents per thousand ; on hogshead 
hoops, sixteen cents per thousand ; on barrel hoops, twelve cents per 
thousand ; on hogshead hoop poles, thirty cents per ^ousand ; on bar- 
rel hoop poles, twenty cents per thousand ; on all articles of merchan- 
dise not enumerated, ten cents per ton of twenty-two hundred and forty 
pounds : provided, that the rates of toll aforesaid shall be subject to the 
direction of the Legislature. 

Sect. 10. The said dam shall not be built to flow the water in said 
river higher than the foot of Hunt's Falls, in the ordinary run and 
amount of water in the river, and a commission of three competent 
persons, to be appointed, one by tlve said corporation, and one by the 
proprietors of the locks and canals on Merrimack river ; and a bird 
by the two thus appointed, shall, upon the application of either party, 
fix and determine, by permanent monimients, the point in said river, 
which is the foot of Hunt's Falls ; and shall also, upon the like appli- 
cation, fix and determine the height of the dam of this corporation, and 
of the flash boards to be used thereon, whose award and determination 
shall be final and binding upon all parties forever. And if either party 
shall refuse, afler request in writing by the other, for the space of thirty 
days, to name such commissioner, or m case of a vacancy in such com- 
mission, for any cause, either party may apply to the Governor of this 
Commonwealth, who is hereby empowered to fill such vacancy. And 
the said point of the foot of Hunt's Falls shall be fixed within sixty days 
after sucl^ application to the commissioners, and the height of the per- 
manent dam shall be fixed and determined within one year after such 
application. 

Sect. 11. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. 
[Approved by the Oovemor, March 20, 1845.] 

Under the foregoing charter the Essex Company was duly 
organized on the 16th of April, 1845, by the choice of Abbott 
Lawrence, Nathan Appleton, Ignatus Sargent, Wm. Sturgis, 
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and Charles S. Storrow as directors. Mr. Storrow was elected 
treasurer and agent, and immediately entered upon the dis- 
charge of his duties. In about two weeks, with a corps of able 
assistant engineers, he was at work laying out the future city. 
The labor was of course an arduous and responsible one, re- 
quiring the exercise of accurate engineering skill and much 
pradent forecast in setting at work all the varied branches of 
trade which the advancement of the great enterprise demand- 
ed. The stone for the dam was to be quarried in New Hamp- 
shire, the lumber for houses, shops, &c., obtained from Maine. 
In a little over three months the preliminary arrangements 
were advanced sufficiently to enable the workmen to begin 
upon the construction of the dam. The first excavations on 
this structure were made neap the north shore, August 1, and 
the first stone was laid September 19, this being one of the 
headers of the front course near the centre of the river. This 
structure is probably one' of the strongest and most substantial 
in this or any other country. It is of granite, 1629 feet in. 
length, 35 feet thick* at the base and 12 1-2 at the top, backed 
by gravel to within a few feet of the surface. It is built upon, 
or more properly, bedded into the solid metamorphic rock 
forming the bed of the river, and is in some places 40 1-2 feet 
high. The overflow of water is 900 feet wide, and the fall is 
26 feet. The granite blocks of which the dam is built were 
hammered on the bed and build and laid in hydraulic cement. 
The cost of the dam was $250,000. The canal upon the north 
side of the river is something over a mile in length, 100 feet 
wide at the upper, and 60 feet wide at the lower end, and 12 
feet deep. Including the locks at the lower end, the canal 
cost $200,000. Its course is parallel with the river, from 
which it is 400 feet distant. The mills are located upon this 
belt of land thus isolated by the canal. 

The Merrimac affords, on an average, at this place, about 
5000 cubic feet of water a second, but the amount sometimes 
reaches 60,000. The power thus obtained is estimated at 
150 mill power. A mill power is calculated to absorb 
80 cubic feet of water a second, with a head and fall of 25 

8 
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feet. This gives a force which is estimated to equal from 60 
to 70 horse power — ^a horse power being defined by Watt at 
32,000 pounds avoirdupois lifted tojbhe height of one foot in 
a minute. 

The lessons yearly impressing themselves upon the mind 
by the reserve of the power at Newfound, Squam and Win- 
nipisawke lakes may sometime be so convincing that the mill 
owners upon the Merrimac and its tributaries will be induced 
to avail themselves of the vast power now annually running 
to waste, by the erection of dams upon the more insignificant 
sources of supply, and from which all our floods are derived. 
The river drains a vast extent of country, the lake surface 
alone being equal to about 350 square miles, something like 
half of which is already held in reserve for dry weather by 
adequate dams. The smaller lakes are the most important 
reservoirs, as their banks are more abrupt than the larger, and 
may be raised much higher at trifling cost in comparison to 
the quantity of power reserved. These are yet to be secured, 
and when this is done in a proper manner the supply of water 
will be rendered not only continuous, but will flow in vastly 
increased volume and power. Every additional dam upon the 
main river or any of its tributaries, however small, will prove 
an aid in this direction. That the time will come when the 
minimum of water will be increased at Lawrence to 8000 if 
not 10,000 cubic feet per second, and the maximum be reduced 
to 30,000 or, at most, 40,000 feet a second, there is as little 
room to doubt as there is to doubt that eventually every avail- 
able power upon these streams will be harnessed to the car of 
manufacturing industry. The power of the Merrimac and its 
tributaries is not at the present time taxed with one-third the 
labor it is capable of performing. The Essex Company dis- 
pose of the water power to manufacturers upon such terms as 
are deemed prudent between the parties. At the outset, as 
for instance, when the Atlantic Mills Corporation made their 
purchase, the price agreed upon for a mill power was $14,333, 
of which sum $9333 was paid in cash, the balance of $5000 
remaining perpetually at 6 per cent, interest, payable annually 
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in silver or its equivalent. The Atlantic Company bought 
twenty mill powers, and consequently pay an annual rent of 
f 6000. We are not aware that any variation from this price 
has been made by the Essex Company, until recently, the 
price per mill power has been somewhat increased. **Each 
mill power is declared to be the right to draw from the near- 
est canal or water course of the grantors so much water as 
shall give a power equal to thirty cubic feet of water per 
second, when the head and fall is twenty-five feet ; and no 
more is to be drawn in any one second, nor is the same to 
be drawn more than sixteen hours in each day of twenty- 
four hours ; and in order to prevent disputes as to the power 
of each mill privilege in the variations of the height of water 
from changes of the season or other causes, it is understood 
and declared that the quantity of water shall be varied in pro- 
portion to the variation of the height, one foot being allowed 
and deducted from the height of the actual head and fall, 
and also from that with which it is compared before comput- 
ing the proportion between them : thus on a head and fall 
of thirty feet the quantity of water to be used would be 
twenty-four cubic feet, and 24-29ths of a cubic foot per 
second." 

Something like three-quarters of the power originally owned 
by the Essex Company has thus far been disposed oif to the 
various corporations and individual enterprises already in ope- 
ration or in the course of construction. The future will in- 
crease this power considerably; but the present generation 
need borrow largely on the hope of such a consummation during 
their time. 

At the time the Essex Company commenced operations here 
the entire population of the territory now comprised within 
the limits of Lawrence was probably not over 200. But pop- 
ulation rapidly followed enterprise. The boarding house on 
the Turnpike, next north of the store of Mr. E. W. Pierce, 
was the first dwelling erected here. The frame was raised 
September 12, 1845, and on the 4th of the succeeding De- 
cember the finished house was occupied by Mr. Timothy Os- 
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good, who not unfrequently lodged all the way from 100 to 
200 people beneath its roof. The rush was so immense that 
no one thought of complaining of the lack of accommodations 
if he was fortunate enough to gain admittance inside a dwell- 
ing. For two years the rush for houses continued almost un- 
abated. As late as October, 1846, the writer traversed the 
place in every direction for a tenement. All that were finished 
were full, and all that had been commenced were found to be 
engaged. He then went to Methuen with like success. Re- 
turning to the *'new city" he saw Mr. Rufus Brown, who 
owns the block at the westerly corner of Essex and Newbury 
streets, with four stakes under his arm and an axe in his hand. 
In answer to the inquiry as to what he was intending to do, 
he said that he was about to ** stake out a dwelling house," 
which would be finished in two or three weeks — that he had 
already let one tenement, and if we wanted the other we must 
speak quick. Fatigued with vain house bunting, we told him 
we would take the other tenement. And it was the same with 
ofiSces. Every finished room was occupied and every unfinish- 
ed one was engaged. The only spot into which we could move 
our printing materials was an attic in the building now standing 
at the corner of Valley and Turnpike streets, and even this 
we 'Were compelled to engage before it was raised, and actually 
moved into it before the walls were plastered or the floors laid. 
This room, while in process of finishing, was at once the work 
shop of carpenters, masons and printers, and, for a month or 
more, the sleeping apartment of editor, printers and boys. 
Some of the laborers in the employ of the Essex Company 
walked nearly three miles every morning and night for months. 
The legislature of 1846 granted charters for the Bay State 
Mills, the Atlantic Cotton Mills, the Union Mills and the 
Bleaching and Dying Company, with an aggregate capital 
of $4,500,000. This was certainly a most formidable dis- 
play of corporations and capital; but the Union Mills and 
the Bleachery were never built, and even the Atlantic Cotton 
Mills subsequently concluded to expend a million and a half 
instead of two millions of dollars, and the central mill site 
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next west of what is now the Washington Mills reverted to 
the Essex Company. This most desirable property has since 
gone into the hands of the Pacific Mills Corporation, and their 
beautiful worsted mill stands upon a portion of it. 

The Washington Mills were laid out on the 11th of April, 
1846, and on the 9th of June following work was commenced 
on the Atlantic Cotton Mills. On the 25ih of June the frame 
of the Essex Company's saw mill was raised. On the 10th 
of July following work was begun on the Essex Company's 
foundry. On the 12th of August the first brick block in the 
city was commenced. This block is now known as boarding 
house No. 1, on the Atlantic Corporation. It was finished 
and occupied on the 4th of January, 1847. The race-way to 
the Essex Company's machine shop (now the Everett Mills) 
was commenced November 13. 

These little details are inserted that the reader may have 
some faint idea of the homogeneous appearance of the place at 
that time. Beginning at the gneiss ledge, the stone from 
which composes the river wall and mill foundations, situated 
nearly two miles south — or at North Andover, three miles 
east, then the depository of bricks and lumber by railwq-y — 
or at Pelham, some eight miles west, from whence came the 
granite for the dam, there was an almost endless string of slow 
plodding teams loaded to the utmost of their powers, all cen- 
tering from the dam to Spicket river to deposit their loads. 
But here was not the only signs of activity. AH over the 
city buildings were rising with most astonishing celerity. For 
twelve hours a day the heavy teams, here removing hills, there 
filling valleys, or loaded with building materials, plodded 
heavily through the suffocating dust of dry weather, or the 
almost bottomless mud of the rainy season. For months to- 
gether the railway company delivered from 100,000 to 200,- 
000 bricks per day at North Andover, all destined for this 
place. We had no idle men, no idle teams. Every one was 
employed. Masons, carpenters, stone cutters, laborers were 
all doing their utmost. The ever vigilant engineer and con- 
tractor, watching the progress and attending to details, were 
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scattered along the line of works, adding, if possible, addition- 
al vigor and directness to blows of hammers, or strokes of 
trowels, or thrusts of spades. In all the region where the 
city now stands there was no spot where one could escape the 
din and dust of busy, bustling industry. , 

On the 7th of September, 1846, a post-ofl5ce was opened in 
a little building on the Turnpike, formerly a shoe shop. It; 
was about 15 by 15, and one story high. It stood on the 
next lot north of where the store of Mr. Hugh Rafferty is now 
located. The coming of this important adjunct of a busy com- 
munity took many by surprise. The idea of establishing a 
post-oflSce here originated with Mr. George A. Waldo, of Me- 
thuen, whose son, George Albert Waldo, was made the post- 
master. The business at the seat of government was perform- 
ed by the personal efforts .of Mr. Samuel J. Varney, of Lowell, 
and at his suggestion the office took the nam6 of Merrim^c. 
Previous to this event, from the commencement of operations 
here, the place was known by numerous names, such as **New 
City," ** Essex," **Andover Bridge," &c. The name thus 
given officially to the place was continued until the town of 
Lawrence was set off from Methuen and Andover by legisla- 
tive enactment in the winter of 1847. This separation was 
opposed by residents and authorities of both Andover and Me- 
thuen; not, perhaps, with the idea that it could be long post- 
poned, but more upon the plea that it was then altogether 
unnecessary and premature. Immediately after the project of 
severing the *'new city" from the territory of Andover and 
Methuen was proposed, letter writers in distant papers began to 
suggest that the town should take the name of Lawrence, 
*'as a compliment to Hon. Abbott Lawrence, who had done 
so much for Massachusetts and this place in particular." On 
the 13th of January, 1847, a meeting of a considerable number 
of residents took place at the office of the Essex Company, 
with a view to an understanding in regard to the name of the 
new town, to be embodied in a petition to the legislature for a 
charter. At the suggestion of Mr. Storrow, the name of 
Lawrence was agreed upon, not, as the newspaper writers 
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had proposed, as a compliment distinctively to Mr. Abbott 
Lawrence,^ but as a token of respect to a family among the 
most liberal and distinguished in the country. There were 
then living three members of this family : Amos, Abbott and 
Samuel. Of these, Abbott and Samuel were among the most 
energetic business men of New England, and both more ac- 
tively engaged in the enterprises here than any others not 
residents among us. In point of investment, the family un- 
doubtedly then had as great an interest in the new town as, . 
we might almost say, all others combined. There was, there- 
fore a good if not a suflScient reason why the future city should 
be christened as it was. That some among us would have 
preferred that the new town should retain the name applied to 
it by the post-ofiSce department, there is no reason to doubt, 
but most of these being in favor of a town organization, very 
readily acquiesced in the change rather than hazard the 
chances of obtaining a charter by creating a division in regard 
to a name. For that time they cheerfully admitted that 
'* there is nothing in a name." That it was not the intention 
to distinguish one over another member of the Lawrence fam- 
ily in the name of the city, we may refer to the distinct im- 
pression: **S. Lawrence, A. Lawrence," upon a brick in the 
south-east corner of our City Hall. We leave the reader to 
define the question whether Amos or Abbott, or both, were 
intended to be complimented in the impression: *VA. Law- 
rence." There is no question that Samuel, who was then agent 
of the Bay State Corporation, as well as of the Middlesex 
Mills in Lowell, was included in the compliment. 

On the 28th of April, 1846, the Essex Company sold at 
auction a considerable quantity of land located in various parts 
of the city. In the view of many persons, and unfortunately 
some of them men of influence, the prices paid for these lots 
were exorbitant, and they began to predict that as a conse- 
quence the new town would be irretrievably ruined. Nearly 
twenty-two years have since rolled away, and time^ which 
proves all things, has demonstrated the fact that in but ex- 
ceptional instances, these sales were below, rather than above. 
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Gentlemen : 

Allow me to call vour attention to a new Machine for 
Burring Wool, and for cleaning all fibrous materials from dust, burrs » 
and all loose foreign matter. 

Tiiid ^Machine differs from any other heretofore offered to manufactur- 
ers, in many important particulars, among which are the following, viz : 

The stock in process of cleaning pllsses through four distinct sub- 
divisions, and each portion falls into a separate receptacle, unmixed with 
any other. 

The light dust or other light matter is drawn fhrough the Fan, while 
the heavy dirt and scurf are dropped into another place. Burrs, straw, 
sticks, etc., are thrown off from the Burr Cylinder into a third distinct 
and separate receptacle ; while the* clean and thoroughly opened wool 
is delivered forward, as usual, in the open room prepared for it, ready 
for its next process. 

By means of these sub-divisions, in a simple, mechanical manner, the 
Machine is enabled to perform the work more perfectly, and without 
loss of fibre, as is usuallv the case. 

From the mechanical arrangement of the parts, the burrs, when onf e 
separated from the wool, are passed at once out of the machine Mo 
a separate department from the Jihre, 

There is no fibre of anv value lost under the machine, the forei^jn 
matter escaping under the Picking Cylinder being free from fibre and 
only fit for the waste heap. In all other machines for Burring Wool and 
for cleaning fibrous materials, the burrs and other substances when knock- 
ed or beat out from the wools at the Burr Cvlinder, are thirown back into 
the luacliine, — mixed with the approaching wool — attempt to pass the 
Burring cylinder, and are repeatedly, knocked back again. This repeat- 
ed process goes on indefinitely, — the burr being tumbled forward and 
backward, until by its own weight, it finds an outlet through tl^ rack 
or grating beneath. 

A serious difficulty, however, often occurs from this repeated tossing 
of the Burr. The burr being merely a compact coil of vegetable fibre, 
spirally wound, is in consequence opened^ and in this form passes through 
the Burring apparatus amon^ the free wool already in the machine, and 
attaches itself inseparably witli some of the fibres, where it is at last 
found iu the finished cloth, with great annoyance and loss to the manu- 
facturer. 

This defect, pertaining to otlier machines, is wholly overcome by the 
new machine herewith brought to your notice. The burrs being but 
once operated upon, the result is sure and final. 

I a.n also enabled by this machine to overcome another serious defect 
incident to all other Burr Picking Machines. Form^ly the racks or 
graJtes under the picking cylinders were, of necessity, ver}' open, — being 
made with suflicient space to allow the burr to escape. Of course this 
opening would also allow a large dropping of the wool in process of 
working, which wool, by being freely mixed with burrs and other 
foreign matter, becomes comparatively worthless. My present Machine 

{Continued on Page 32.) 

[see also pages 28, 32, 34, 36, 38 and 40.] 
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the real value of the lots at the time of their sale. . To illus- 
trate this position we will take some of the most eligible lots, 
as follows : — On the north side of Essex street, between Jack- 
son and Newbury streets, eighteen lots were sold at prices 
ranging from 27 1-2 to 70 cents per foot. The highest price 
paid was for the lot at the corner of Jackson street, where the 
store of Mr. Smith is located. The next highest price, 58 
cents, was paid for the lot at the corner of Newbury street. 
These lots were immediately covered with buildings, have never 
ceased to command good occupants at high rents, and woiild 
probably, to-day, if divested of their buildings and offered at 
auction, command at least $2 per square foot. The interme- 
diate lots would be worth, under the same cyrcumstances, on 
an average at least three times the amount at which they were 
sold. So much for the business portion of the city. Now let 
us see how the lots ranged in another section. We will take 
that section between Lawrence and White' streets, on the north 
side of Haverhill street, for illustration. Here eleven lots 
were sold at prices ranging from 9 to 13 1-2 cents per foot. 
To-day, divested of buildings, the lots embraced in this sec- 
tion, beyond any reasonable doubt, if offered at auction, would 
command, on an average, from 70 to 90 cents a square foot. 
In this connection, the writer well remembers having been of- 
fered a house and very eligible lot in this section at what 
seemed to him a remarkabjy low price, very soon after the 
first organization of the town. Seeking the advice of a friend, 
now gone from among us, in regard to the purchase, we with 
sadness received the intimation that we were permitting our 
enthusiasm to run away with our better judgment, and that, in 
his opinion, the property was not worth the price demanded ; 
and well do we remember, too, our reply, that if the property 
was not worth double the price at which it was offered, the 
town of Lawrence was destined, within ten years, to go, irre- 
coverably and forever, to utter desolation. Many years have 
since passed away. The enthusiasm which then was thought 
^to have taken control of our judgment has had ample time to 
cool, and the results of the proposed purchase can now be 
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iCorUinued feom Page 30.) 
obviates this completely, by the process of throwing out, at once, the 
burr into its separate receptacle as before described. No burrs being 
under the cylinder, I can keep the racks very fine, leaving only space 
enough to allow the heavy dirt and filth to pass through, widle the free 
and cleaned wool passes directly out at its proper outlet. 

The importance of these improvements will^ I am sure, be readily 
appreciated by manufacturers. By removing all lime dust, loose dye- 
stufif, bits of straw or hay, and leaf, the madiine is rendered peculiarly 
reliable for manufacturers of Hosiery or Knitting Yams. A large 
saving of waste will be readily made by having the yams free from the 
imperfections caused by such foreign matter. A larger product will also 
be obtained from the Knitting Machines, and of a more perfect 
character. 

Mestizo Wools are very successfully worked through this machine. 

Wool vnthomt burrs is more efiPectually picked by this machine than by 
any other. The process being a more gradual combing of the fibres, 
the length and strength is preserved, and the opening so perfect as to 
make no other picking necessary. Where desired, a lap cylinder is at- 
tached, which delivers the wool in an even web or sheet, instead of 
blowing into a gauze room. 

Two sizes of this Machine are at present manufactured — 24 and 36 
inches wide, occupying on the floor a space of — for the 24 inch Ma- 
chine, about 3i X 8 feet. For the 36 inch Machine, about 4i x 9 feet. 

The 36 inch Machine will pick and burr from 2000 to 4500 lbs. per 
day. The 24 inch Machine will pick and burr from 1200 to 2600 lbs. 
per day, varying with the class of wool used. 

REFERENCES. 

JOHN 'GARDNER, ESQ., Treasurer Salisbury MUls, Boston, Mass. 

GEORGE G. BISHOP, ESQ., Agent Union Co,, Norwalk, Conn. 

T. BARROWS, ESQ., Agent Maverick Woolen Co., Dedham, Mass. 

JOSEPH CHASE, ESQ., Lowell, Mass. 

N. V. WHITEHOUSE, Gonic, N. H. 

O. M. STH^LMAN & CO., .Westerly, R. I. 

SAN FRANCISCO PIONEER WOOLEN MILL, San Francisco, Cal. 

A. J. CAMERON, New York. 

O. H. PERRY, Lowell, Mass. 

H. N. BIGELOW, Clinton, Mass. 

E. HEY & BROTHERS, Philadelphia, Pa. 

JOHN M. MITCHELL & CO., PniLADEjpmA, Pa. 
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pretty accurately summed up about as follows: — We could 
have paid even more than the price asked for the property, 
kept the house tenantless, permitting it to rot down or burn 
up, permitted the ground to grow up to briars and brambles, 
paid all the taxes, and still have made more than an ordinarily 
fair investment of our money. The house to which we allude 
is now owned and occupied by Dr. Stowe. 

On the 6th of December, 1855, the Essex Company again 
offered at auction a large amount of land, comprising over six 
. hundred lots, located in almost every part of the city. To 
men of means, reflective forecast and courage, this was un- 
doubtedly the best opportunity ever offered in Massachusetts 
for making a fortune. A considerable amount of the purchase 
money was made payable in Essex Company's stock at par, 
by which the purchaser had it in his power to save from 25 to 
30 per cent., as this stock was below par and still declining. 
This was a mighty temptation for people to bid high ; but the 
lots, as a general rule, were sold very low. K none but men 
prudent enough to comprehend the situation here and else- 
where had purchased, it would have been a good operation for 
all concerned. But that very class who had invested in 
Essex stock, a land and water company, needing at least a 
quarter of a century to develope it, and were thrusting it 
prematurely upon the market, rushed headlong to the sale 
with a view to buy and immediately sell again in a market 
where land was not very likely to be in demand again for several 
years. This class of purchasers never reflect upon the fact that 
sales in public are mainly instituted to make amends for lack 
of sales in private. They purchased to the extent of their 
means and immediately posted placards upon their lots, offer- 
ing them for sale. The more careful and prudent bought for 
future years, and have or will realize handsomely by the 
operation, while the timid and impatient have disposed of 
theirs in many cases at great reductions from cost and expenses. 
The heavy disasters almost immediately succeeding this sale, 
by which the business not only of this city • but the whole 
country was long paralyzed, aided materially in giving this 
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Metallic Waste Card. 




For Tarn and Thread Waste, 



SOFT FL^^JSnSTEL. 

These maehlnM ■» tn principle t carding macbine, but niHde nrlOi strong, (hiirp Bteel 
Metfa. The main cylinder Is 14 inahei In dlameler, workers snd doffSr same is an 
ordlnarj card. The slock is doffed from the dofftor In a sheet same as an ordinary card 
mBohine. This machine preserres the staple of the stock, making It nearly as good at 
the Drlglaal wool. 



CHARLES G.SARGENT, 

OranlteTille, IHass. 

ON STONY BROOK KAILKOAD, NEAR LOWELL. 

[8KE AMO PAOBfi 28. 30, 32, 36, 38 AND 40.] 
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sale the appearance of an additional misfortune to the city. 
For a time, a stranger would infer from the placards that the 
city was all for sale. But these gradually wore away, until 
now it is seldom one meets a sign indicating that either a lot 
or building is ** for sale, or to be let." It is proper here to 
remark that in no city of this or any other state with which we 
are acquainted, where the business is as diversified and extend- 
ed as it 18 here, are eligible lots for either dwellings, stores or 
work-shops by any means as cheap as they are in Lawrence. 

In 1846, and early in 1847, there was a very large ac- 
cession to the permanent population of the place. Mechanics, 
merchants, physicians, and lawyers began to center here, and 
order commenced rising out of chaos. In April, 1846, the 
first sermon was preached, at boarding-house No. 1, (which 
stood where the store of Mr. E. W. Pierce now stands,) by a 
minister of the Free- Will Baptist order. This meeting was 
followed in June by k Methodist sermon, at boarding-house 
No. 5. In August, by the Congregationalists, who adopted 
means for the erection of a vestry. In October, by services in 
the Episcopal chapel, which was the first place of worship 
erected in the place. In 1847, the Universalists, the Catho- 
lics, the Baptists, and the Unitarians formed societies, and all 
of those found spacious rooms or erected temporary chapels, 
in which Divine services were thereafter regularly held. 
Since that day,^ the Congregational order has erected three 
substantial churches on the north side, and a spacious vestry 
upon the south side of the river. The Methodists, the 
Baptists, the Episcopalians, and the Catholics have each 
erected two commodious churches. The Unitarians, the Uni- 
versalists, the Second Adventists, and the Presbyterians have 
each one church. In a perusal of the familiar names of twenty 
years ago, one cannot avoid being aflFected by the great in- 
roads which time has made upon the ranks of the Pioneers. Of 
twelve physicians practicing here in January, 1847, but one 
(Dr. Wm. D. Lamb,) now remains as a permanent resident, 
though Dr. A. D. Blanchard continues to make us occasional 
visits, his family still remaining in the city. Of about the 
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Wool Drying Machine. 




■ed over an J 01 






a bylhffee m»cSne."rom good« manufiiclored 
"- "'■ -Id pllSbiB feeiing df tbe goodi. 

■le Inaurtuice Companleg. Tb«re Is no 

Cui iron cutog. run* very light, a 21 incb belt being lafflclent lo drjre It. Tbe fan vu 
pawnWd by the subKrlber Jnly 4th, isas. It li conalructed so m to eihausl a Lscge 
■moDDt of air al a «lov velocity, and uae but tittle power. Thcae advanlsge* are very 

'^^rdWralzeofliiacblne l< fl i U feet, vlll hold abont 300 Ihe.of vool stance. 
Canada Woole "uiUliLe for worited will require bo hour to dry one balchj fine woola 
like Cape and Meatlzo wooli, whlcn lay doie vhon wet, villof conrierequtre h longer 
time, or the latter kinds of wool, l,Hia lbs. per day la a fair day'a work. 

The Machine la placed on the floor and levelled up and made alr-llght all aronnd tlie 
boUom. The fan la then placed up lo the end of the maobine, and Bmilv fastened lo 

Ingtheioint, Thepulleyson the tan aro § Inchea dlameter^i 1-! Inc'hea^iauIanTre- 
qoire a speed of seven hundred turns per mluule. 
The operation of the machine la as follows : The wool or other material to be dried, 

wo^aU^ The fan being an e.hknat fan forma a vacunmln the bodyOT frame of machine 
under the wool and wire screen. The air surrounding the machine In the room 

Id wel weather, aomo artiflclai meana must he employed 10 furnish dry air for the 
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same number of clergymen, but one, the Rev. Mr. Packard, 
of Grace Church, is still here. We bad then nine lawyers 
and of those four remain, namely: David Saunders, Jr., 
Perley S. Chase, Ivan Stevens, and Thomas A. Parsons. 
Of one hundred and forty-seven names then connected with 
the active business of the place, only twenty-five remain in the 
city. Some of the remaining individuals have kept on in the 
same vocations in which they were enggiged twenty years ago, 
while others have changed to other employments. Of the 
122 missing links in this chain, some of th^ best amongst us 
have been gathered into their eternal home upon the western 
hill-side, while others, too eager to be rich, or too anxious for 
distinction, and unwilling to wait for fortune's or the public's 
favors to be bestowed upon them here, have moved along to 
new locations, which may apparently have offered them earlier, 
if not higher rewards in the highway of life. 

Were it not that we once became disgusted with the almost 
unending din of a country politician, about his having been 
the first child ever in the town, brought thither for many 
weary miles on horseback by the way of spotted trees, in a 
silk handkerchief, and therefore that his opinions ought to 
have greater weight than other peoples'. Were it not for this, 
we should be very much inclined to go back and tell all about 
the. men who first laid a brick, drove a shoe peg, or swallowed 
an oyster in this city. But we remember that that baby of 
the silken, tie was only a man of very ordinary ability and 
great self-conceit, ai;id that through him we were most 
thoroughly convinced that the fortune of being the ^' first 
upon the docket," is not to be taken as prima facia evidence 
of merited distinction over subsequent travellers upon the 
same ground. Still there is one of these first comers to whom 
a brief notice seems to be due. Very early in the spring of 
1846, Mr. Amos D. Pillsbury came here to purchase a lot 
upon which to build a shoe shop. At that time there was no 
land for sale, none to be let, and none devoted to squatter 
sovereignty. Here then, was a dilemma. No land, no shoe 
shop — no shoe shop, no money began to run ceaselessly through 
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TESTIMONIALS. 

We, the undersigned, have In use C. Q. Sargent's Cold air Wool-Dryer, for drying 
Wool and other fibrous materials, and find It preferable to all other modes of drjring. 
The wool is left soft, and in such condition as to pass through all the processes of 
manufacture with less waste and retain its original nature much better than when 
dried by a high heat, enabling us to put a better finish on our goods. No fire can 
originate from it, as no steam or other hot pipes are connected with it. The fan is 
constructed to handle a large amount of air with but little power : a 2 1-2 inch belt 
drives the machine with ease. We believe it to be t?ie only safe and judicious mode of 
drying wools, and recommend its use to all Woolen Manuiacturers. 

EDWARD ;H ARRIS, Woonsocket, R. I. 

GEORGE G. BISHOP, Norwalk, Conn. 

A. H. CHASE, Lowell, Mass. 

EDWARD BARROWS, Agent Merrimack Woolen Co., Lowell. 

BLACKINGTON & PHILLIPS, Grove Mills, S. Adams, Mass. 

JOHN WRIGHT, Agent SuflPblk Manufacturing Co., Lowell. 

CHARLES F. BATTLES, Agent Tremont Mills, Lowell. 

JOHN P. PERRY, Agent Everett Mills, Lawrence, Mass. 

JOSEPH P. BATTLES, Agent Atlantic Mills, Lawrence, Mass. 

JAMES R. FAULKNER, North Billerica, Mass. • 

WILLIAM HUDSON, Providence, R. I. 

LOUNSBURY, BISSELL & CO.. Winniepauk, Conn. 

CRANE & WATERS, Millbury, Mass. 

HENRY N. BIGELOW, Agent Bigelow Carpet Co., Clinton, Mass 

8. L. HODGES, Worcester, Mass. 

C. GLEASON, Agent Mystic Woolen Co., Mystic Bridge, Conn. 

W. P. & F. C. SAYLES, Pawtucket, R. 1. 

STAR MILLS CO., Middleboro', Mass. 

RICHARD RHODE, Lowell, Mass. 

J. D. 8TURTEVANT, Boston, Mass. 

ALLAN CAMERON, Agent Abbot Worsted Company, Granlteville, Mass. 

Mb. C. G. Sargent : Lowell, August 22, 1865. 

Dear Sir, — In regard to your inquiry relative to the Cold-Air Wool 
Dryer we purchased some 18 months since, I would say the m^hine gives entire satis- 
faction. It leaves the wool in much softer condition than if dried at a high tempera- 
ture : it is an economical method of drying and a good one ; and not to mention its 
being a safe method would be omitting a good deal, as an Item of Insurance, since the 
first class offices now class the Dryers with pipes under them as full as bad as wool 
Pickers and subject to the same rates of insurance. We consider it a great improve- 
ment, and can recommend it to all woolen manuiacturers. 

Yours truly, L. W. FAULKNER & SON. 

C. G. Sargent :— Lowell, August, 1866. 

Dear Sir, — ^The Hamilton Company have had one of your Cold Air Wool- 
Dryers in constant operation for the past two years. It g^ves perfect satisfaction. We 
dry on the machine irom two to three thousand pounds of worsted Wool per day. 
The wool is left soft and pliable and in excellent condition for working. The Machine 
is perfectly safe from originating fire, as there is no Steam or other heated pipes con- 
nected with it. It takes but little power — a 24 inch belt drives the machine with ease. 

O. H. MOULTON, Sup»t. 

Chas.G. Sargent, Esq. Lowell, Mass., June 23, 1866. 

Dear Sir, — ^I have examined with much satisfaction your " Cold- 
Air Wool Dryer," and believe it to possess all the merits you claim for it, and that it 
must entirely supersede the use of the "Steam Dryer" which is now so generally 
regarded by underwriters as dangerous and uninsurable. So far as I know your dr^^er 
is regarded by Insurance Companies as safe, and free from the hazards connected with 
other dryers, and I doubt not you will be able to bring it into general use. 

Yours very truly, 

GEORGE RIPLEY, LOCAL Agent 
JBitna, HartiQord, Phceniz, International, and other Insurance Companies. 

Ltppitt Woolen Co., Woonsocket, B. I., August 24, 1866. 
C. G. Sargent, E&q., Granlteville, Mass. 

Dear. Sir— Your favor of 20th instant is at hand, and will say 
in reply, we have used two of your Cold- Air Wool Dryers in our mills about one year; 
tiiey have given us perfect satisfaction, easily preparing the wool in the best manner 
that we have ever seen, for 12 sets of cards, 

Yours truly, DAVID BALLOU, Treas. 

Lippitt Woolen Co., per E. Richardson. 

Mami&ctared by CHARLES G. SAKGENT, Gra^oiteyille, Mass. 



HISTORY OF LAWRENCE. 89 

the mind of the wide awake "Montezuma." For a time he 
was afflicted with shoe shop on the brain, but soon an idea 
struck him. The river was free to every one. If he only had 
a boat he could build a roof on that and thus attain his aims. 
Acting on the impulse, he obtained a canal boat 30 or 40 feet 
long and 10 or 15 feet wide, and propelling or dragging it 
over the rapids and falls below here, brought it to anchor 
where the Pacific Mills now stand. It remained in the water 
until autumn, when it was transferred to the land, and there 
opened the first shoe store in Lawrence. But this is not the 
only point in this case. Mr. Pillsbury was alike the first shoe 
dealer in this city and the first person of whom there is any 
record who succeeded in navigating the Merrimac above tide 
water, between here and Haverhill. While touching this 
point of the navigation of the river, we will say that on the 
6th of June, 1848, the steamer Lawrence, Captain Shepard, 
arrived here from Newburyport, with a large delegation of 
gentlemen from that and other towns along the river. She 
came through from Haverhill in about an hour and a half, 
landing her passengers not far from the point where the float- 
ing shoe store had been. The Lawrence had a capacity for 
about 100 tons of freight and passengers. Since that time a 
steamer in miniature, but capable of carrying ten or twelve 
persons at a time, was run back and forth between here and 
Newburyport in almost all stages of water, with facility and 
safety. She was owned by Webster and Dustin, the well- 
known machinists of this city, and we believe, was always run 
by one or the other of the owners. When the next steamer 
will arrive is not a matter of certainty. The only absolute 
certainty in this respect is, that she is coming. The Pen- 
tucket Navigation Company have nearly completed their sur- 
vey of the river. They may possibly clear the obstructions 
during the coming year, and commence the regular navigation 
of the river immediately. We say this company may do this. 
From the very high character of the leading men in this im- 
portant enterprise for foresight, energy, and the means to 
accomplish ends &r more gigantic, we perhaps ought to say 
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TO WOOLEN MANUFACTURERS. 



Gentlemen,— 

The woolen manufactnren have long been desirons of obtahilng some 
Mechanieal device for cleansing wool by machinery, thereby dispensing with the 
laborious and most disagreeable of all the work connected with the proper preparation 
of wool for working. All know (who have tried it) there is no pleasure derived firom 
washing wool by the old method. My new improved Wool Washing Machine la 
covered by three different Patents : one Patent on the original Bngllsh Machine, and 
two Patents for valuable improvements of my own. 

This makes wool washing simple and easy ; a lad able to feed a common Braker- 
Card can attend this machine successfully, and wash from 1200 to 6000 lbs. per day, 
according to the quality of wool. The wool is placed upon the feed apron, which 
carries it forward and drops it into the tub or l)owl back of the tumbler B, (the bowl 
is first filled with scouring liquor about two thirds full.) This tumbler, with its three 
projections, passes the wool gently down under the scouring liquor and at the same time 
carries it forward to the action of the first rake D, these rakes being hung near the 
centre to a crank, and there upper cards held by a swivel stand, it gives to the bottom 
ends of the rake teeth a motion in the form of an elipsis nearly flat or straight, on its 
bottom side. The first rake passes the wool forward through liquor about three feet 
and leaves it behind the first stationary rake which is made fast to the side of the bowl 
with its teeth on an incline of about 45 degrees towards the front of the machine ; these 
teeth reach within about three inches of the strainer or false bottom. Here the 2nd rake 
D, takes the wool and passes it forward to the second stationary rake, where the 8rd 
rake takes it and passes it forward to the lifting cylinder F. This cylinder is con- 
structed 'with a series of rakes or combs hung on the inside of the cylinder. There are 
12 of these rakes or combs. Their teeth are curved so they will rock freely on their centre 
and pass out and In the cylinders freely and with ease. On the driving ends of this 
cylinder the shaft is made tight to the head. On the opposite side, the shaft is made 
tight in the Box or Journal so it cannot revolve round it. On the centre of this sta- 
tionary shaft in the centre of the cylinder, is an eccentric which is tight to the shaft : 
this eccentric governs the throwing out and in of the rake, or comb teeth. The eccen- 
tric is so set that its teeth are out to its extent nearly on its bottom side, and as they 
pass round upwards engage the floating wool presented to them by the third rake and 
carry it up out of the liquor to the top of said lifting cylinder in a uniform and even 
sheet ; here the teeth run below the surface of said cylinder, leaving the wool to be 
taken from the surface by the iron apron H. This apron delivers the wool to the 
squeezing rolls J & K. The rolls are arranged with levers and weights so that a 
pressure of about nine tons can be put on them. The wool is delivered to the rolls in 
an even sheet or web. The liquor is squeezed out of the wool, leaving it nearly dry. 
The wool after passing the squeeze rolls is taken by the beater or fan M, which throws 
the wool from the machine into a pile in front. Occasionally wool will pass the beater 
M, and be carried upward by the squeeze roll : to prevent sold roll from winding up, 
I have placed another beater L, which knocks back all such wool and prevents the top 
wool from winding. 

CHARLES G. SARG-ENT, 

MANUFACTURER OP 

COTTON and WOOLEN MACHINERY, 

GRANITEVILLE, MASS. 

On Stony Brook Railroad. Near Lowell. 

[see ALSO PAGES 28, 30, 32, 34, 36 and 38.] 
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will do this, and in this expression, we think we should be 
justified, and we know we should thereby do more ample 
justice to our hopes and convictions. 

In October, 1846, the first newspaper was issued under the 
name of The Menimack Courier^ by J. F. C. IJayes. 
This paper was continued under the editorial management of 
Mr. Hayes, John A. Goodwin, Homer A. Cooke, Rev. Henry 
F. Harrington, and Nathaniel Ambrose, a portion of the time 
as a tri-weekly, until the year 1862, when it was merged into 
the Lawrence Daily Journal, and died. In January, 1847, 
The Weekly Messenger^ by Brown & Becket, was trans- 
ferred to Lawrence from Exeter, N. H. It continued for 
about two years, when it ceased to exist. Some time in the 
winter of 1847 or 1848, one or two copies of a paper were 
issued from the Messenger oflSce, under the title of The 
Engine^ by E. R. Wilkins. In the spring of 1848, a few 
numbers of a paper, under the title of The Herald^ by Amos 
H. Sampson, were issued here. It was to have been a demo- 
cratic paper, but the democracy, disliking either the paper or 
its editor, or both, did not come up to the support of the en- 
terprise, and it was dropped. Connected with this stoppage 
was j(,n incident which went far to show the attachment of the 
democracy to the editor of the Herald^ and of the editor to 
this particular locality. . Mr. Heaton Bailey came to the Her- 
aid office, located in the attic of one of the blocks in Mer- 
chants' Row, and plainly put the question to Sampson, in our. 
presence, "What shall I give you to quit this enterprise and 
leave this place?" Sampson, throwing his arms across his 
breast and locking them securely, replied, **What will you 
give?" Bailey ofi*ered him ten dollars. Turning to us, 
Sampson enquired, " Well, now, Mr. Hayes, what would you 
do ? " We replied that were we as big a fool as the editor of 
the Herald we would take the money and never be seen in 
Lawrence again. He took the money and, thrusting his old 
brown cotton umbrella under his arm, made good time on the 
route to Boston. The next we heard of him he was teaching 
school in the state of Kentucky. Immediately following the 
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COUG^I B10PS. 



The Beit Medicine known (or the Speedy and EffoctuKl Cure at . 
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Herald came The Vangimrd^ by Fabyan & Douglass. The 
Vanguard was democratic, and by whatever test it may be 
tried, was, in our opinion, by far the ablest paper ever issued 
in Lawrence. Mr. Fabyan was a gentleman of ability, and 
he had the aid of most of the democratic lawyers in the vi- 
cinity ; but he soon run through with his friends, and left the 
paper to the management of others. The office itself was a 
joint stock concern, in which the publishers were very little 
interested. Subsequently the name was changed to The Sen- 
tinel, and under this title it is still continued by Mr. Abiel 
Morrison. . The Sentinel has been edited, in the course of its 
existence, by Harrison Douglass, B. F. Watson, George A. 
Gordon, Benjamin Bordman, John Ryan and John K. Tar- 
box. In 1856, a weekly paper, under the title of The Home 
Review, was issued here by J. F. C. Hayes. It was continued 
until the Courier came back into his hands, when it was merged 
into that paper. In 1855,. The Lawrence American, by Geo. 
W. Sargent and A. S. Bunker, was commenced here. The 
oflSce, like that of the Vanguard, was a joint stock affair, owned 
by members of the ** Know-Nothing" party. Mr. Bunker 
sold his right to the paper to Mr. Sargent for twenty-five 
dollars, in a few weeks after its commencement, and the paper 
was continued for a time by Mr. Sargent alone, when Mr. 
George S. Merrill was associated with him, and finally suc- 
ceeded him as sole editor. The American is now published 
by G. S. Merrill, C. F. Crocker and C. C. Whitney. In 1861 
the first daily paper in this city was commenced by Dockham 
& Place. It was continued for about two jears, when it was 
merged into the American. In the spring of 1867, The Es- 
sex Eagle, by Merrill & Wadsworth, was commenced. It is 
a weekly paper, devoted to local and miscellaneous news, and 
is now published by Mr. H. A. Wadsworth, Mr. Merrill hav- 
ing retired from the business. 

On the 17th of April, 1847, the legislature granted a char- 
ter to the town of Lawrence on the following conditions : 

Sec. 1. All the territory now within the towns of Methuen and 
Andover, in the county of Essex, comprised within the following limits 
— ^that is to say, by a line beginning at the mouth of Shawsheen River, 
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at its easterly bank, thence running southerly by said easterly bank to a 
stake at the bend in said river, a few rods westerly of the bridge, where 
it is crossed by the Salem Turnpike ; thence in a straight line westerly 
to a marked stone in the wall at the easterly corner of the intersection 
of roads, by Jacob Barnard's house ; thence northerly in a straight line 
across Merrimack River, passing between the house of Asa Barker and 
that of Ebenezer Barker, on the Tower-Hill Road, leading from Methu- 
en to Lowell, to a stake about 2150 feet northerly from where the line 
crosses said road ; thence northeasterly to a monument on the easterly 
side of Londonderry Turnpike, passing a little northerly of the house of 
Abiel Stevens ; thence easterly in a straight line to a monument at the 
intersection of Lawrence street with the old road which runs easterly 
fron Stevens' factory towards Haverhill ; thence in a straight line east- 
erly, passing north of William Swan's house through a monument about 
400 feet south of the intersection of the roads near said Swan's house, 
to the line of the town of Andover, in Merrimack River ; thence running 
by the said line of Andover westerly, to the easterly bank of Shawsheen 
River, at the point of starting.; — is hereby incorporated into a town by 
the name of Lawrence : and the said town of Lawrence is hereby invested 
with all the privileges, powers, rights and immunities, arid subject to all 
the duties and requisitions to which other towns are entitled and subject, 
by the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth. 

Sec. 2. The town of Lawrence shall make and maintain all bridges 
for public highways over the Shawsheen River, so far as the easterly 
bank of said river is a boundary of the said town, mcluding the masonry 
of said bridges on the easterly bank thereof, 

Sec. 3. The inhabitants of the said town of Lawrence shall be holden 
to pay all arrears of taxes which have been legally assessed upon them 
by the towns of Methuen and Andover, respectively ; and all taxes here- 
tofore assessed and not collected, shall be collected and paid to the 
treasurers of the towns of Methuen and Andover, respectively, in the 
same manner as if this act had not been passed ; and also their propor- 
tion of all county and state taxes that may be assessed upon them pre- 
viously to the next state valuation — that is to say, two-thirds of the 
state and county taxes that may be assessed upon the town of Methuen, 
and one-eighth of the state and county taxes that may be assessed on 
the town of Andover, till the next state valuation. 

Sec. 4. The parts of the said town of Lawrence now belonging to 
the towns of Methuen and Andover, respectively, shall remain parts of 
the said towns of Methuen and Andovpr for the purpose of electing 
state officers, senators, representatives to congress, and electors of 
president and vice president of the United States, until the next decen- 
nial census shall be taken, in pursuance of the 13th article of amend- 
ment to the constitution ; and the meetings for the choice of such 
representatives, and the other officers aforesaid, shall be called by the 
selectmen of the said towns, respectively ; the selectmen of Lawrence 
shall make a true list of persons belonging to the territory of each of 
said towns hereby incorporated into the town of Lawrence, qualified to 
vote at every such election, and the same shall be taken and used by the 
selectmen of said respective towns for such elections, in the same man- 
ner as if prepared by themselves. 

Sect. 6. The said towns of Methuen, Andover and Lawrence shall 
be respectively liable for the support of all who now do, or shall here-' 
after, stand in need of relief as paupers, whose settlement was gained 
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by, or derived from, a residence within their respective limits ; and the 
said town of Lawrence shall, within one year from the time of its organ- 
ization under this act, pay to the town of Methuen one thousand dollars 
as and for. their just proportion of the debts of the town of Methuen, 
owing at the time of the passage ot this act, exclusive of the amount of 
the surplus revenue of the United States in the treasury of the town of 
Methuen ; and the town of Lawrence shall also pay two-thirds of the 
amount of said surplus revenue whenever its repayment shall be de- 
manded by the United States according to law ; and shall also pay to 
the town of Methuen the amount that^ said town shall pay for building 
Haverhill street, so called, within the limits of said town of Lawrence, 
as ordered by the county commissioners for the county of Essex. 

Sec. 6. Any justice of the peace in the county of Essex is hereby 
authorized to issue his warrant directed to any principal inhabitant of 
the town of Lawrence, requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants 
thereof, qualified to vote in town affairs, to meet at the time and place 
therein appointed, for the purpose of choosing all such town oflScers as 
towns are by law authorized and required to choose at their annual 
meetings ; and such justice, or, in his absence, such principal inhabitant 
shall preside till the choice of a moderator in said meeting. 

Sbc. 7. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. 

In accordance with the provisions of the foregoing charter, 
Dan Weed, Esq., as justice of the peace, issued a warrant 
directed to Charles S. Storrow, requiring him to "notify 
and warn the inhabitants of the town of Lawrence, qualified 
to vote in town affairs, to assemble in Merrimack Hall,'*' (on 
the corner of Lawrence and Common streets, then the largest 
hall in the place,) on Monday, April 26, 1847, at ten o'clock 
in the forenoon, then and there to choose a moderator and 
other necessary town officers, and to raise all necessary sums 
of money to defray the expenses of the town, to keep the 
highways in proper repair, to determine what sums of money 
the town will appropriate to the support of schools, and to do 
all other necessary business in the way of organizing the new 
government. At that time our people were comparatively 
strangers to each other, and it was somewhat difficult to select 
men according to the usual rule, by party lines. It was there- 
fore determined to make the best possible selection, irrespec- 
tive of party. Under this rule, Henry Flanders, Esq., then 
a lawyer here, but long since a resident of Philadelphia, 
where he has gained considerable notoriety as a writer on 
maritime law, was chosen moderator; Dr. E. W. Morse, town 
clerk; Daniel Saunders, treasurer; James D. Herrick, Dr. 
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William D. Lamb, and Dan Weed, school coipmittee; and 
William Swan, Charles F. Abbott, Nathan Wells, James 
Stevens, and L. D. Brown, selectmen. Of the ten constables 
elected at that meeting, five are yet living in the city, viz. : 
N. Ambrose, P. M. Gage, Bailey Bartlett, Ephraim C. Bart- 
lett, and J. N. Gage. 

The legislature of 1848 empowered the Essex Company to 
increase their capital stock to the amount of ^500,000, '''pro^ 
vided that the said company shall be liable for all damages 
that shall be occasioned to the owners of fish-rights existing 
above the company's dam, by the stopping or impeding the 
passage of the fish up and down Merrimack river by the said 
dam, such damage to be assessed by the county commissioners 
in the county in which such fish-rights exist." Also, an act 
incorporating Charles Stark Newell, Timothy Osgood, Amos 
Merrill, and their associates, as the Lawrence Fire Insurance 
Company, on the mutual plan. This company was organized 
and went immediately into business, but competition from 
abroad, coupled with considerable losses by fire, rendered it 
expedient to go into liquidation after a year or two of fruitless 
struggle for a foothold among this class of corporations. The 
Lawrence Fire Department was incorporated by the same leg- 
islature. The same legislature also incorporated John Tenney 
of Methuen, Alfred Kittredge of Haverhill, Daniel Saunders 
of Lawrence, and their associates, as the Lawrence Aqueduct 
Company, with a capital of $50,000, empowering them to 
draw the water from Racket's pond, in Andover, and convey 
the same for distribution and sale in Lawrence. This com- 
pany was never fully organized, though a survey of the pond 
and route was made by Asa Freeman, Esq., an engineer from 
Dover, N. H. The pond itself is not far from eighty feet 
above the top of the Essex Company's dam. The estimated 
cost of this enterprise was found to largely exceed the amount 
included in the charter of the company, and no serious efibrt 
was ever afterward made to effect the object aimed at by these 
corporators, and the people of this city still continue to draw 
their supply of water for domestic purposes from wells and 
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ci^rns. It was supposed at the outset of the survey that the 
pond was sufiSciently elevated to be drawn across the ridge of 
land intervening between it and Lawrence. But on investi- 
gation, a very heavy cut through a long range of ledge pre- 
cluded the idea of using this route, and the only alternative 
left was to follow the course of the outlet of the pond nearly 
down to the Merrimac, thus running some three or four mile^ 
out of the line of Lawrence. This long line, with the very 
uncertain supply of water in seasons of extreme drought, con- 
vinced the engineer, and probably those who employed him, 
that the enterprise would not pay the cost of construction. 
The same legislature also incorporated the Franklin Library 
Association on the 14th of June, and on the 5th of July, 
Gapt. Charles H. Bigelow, who had been chosen president of 
the association, received firom Hon. Abbott Lawrence a dona- 
tion of one thousand dollars, to be expended in ''such scien- 
tific and other works as will tend to make good mechanics, 
good christians and good patriots." 

The election for town officers for the year 1848 was one of 
the most animated ever held in this vicinity. Party lines had 
been drawn as concisely as though the wel&re of the nation 
depended on the result. So evenly were parties balanced that 
it required four ballottings to efiect a choice of selectmen. 
William D. Joplih was elected moderator; E. W. Morse, town 
clerk; Charles F. Abbott, John M. Smith, William D. Jop- 
lin, David J. Clark, and Levi Sprague, selectmen. Nathaniel 
White was elected treasurer, and George Packard^ H. F. Har- 
rington, Lyman Whiting, James D. Herrick, and Nathan W. 
Harmon, school committee. The constabulary force, compris- 
ing four discreet persons, were elected from nearly twenty 
candidates. 

The meeting at which these officers were elected was a tur- 
bulent one. Party lines were drawn with as much precision 
as though governors were to be chosen instead of selectmen, 
Mid the vote was close. Ballot after ballot, without effecting 
a choice of officers, consumed the day, and the business which 
was to be acted upon was not half finished when night com- 
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pelled an adjournment. The location of the town hall and 
Oliver school house was among the business laid over. These 
** articles in the warrant'' came up at the adjourned meeting. 
No one seemed inclined to interfere with the arrangement in 
regard to the school house, but when the location of the hall 
came in order to be acted upon, thero. was a noisy opposition 
to every proposition for location, with no definite aim at recon- 
ciliation. The lot first named by Mr. Storrow as suitable for 
the location was that on Jackson, between Orchard and Gar- 
den streets. This was rejected. It was then voted to locate 
it west of Appleton street, but the proposition to define that 
location on the corner of Appleton and Common streets, where 
the hall now stands, was voted down by seven majority, and it 
was then voted, by ten majority, to locate it on the corner of 
Common and Lawrence streets. Subsequently this vote was 
reconsidered, and the proposition to locate west of Appleton 
street prevailed. The hall was built, at a cost of about $40,- 
000, under the direction of Messrs. H. Plumraer, I. M. Stone, 
Charles H. Bigelow, and others. It was dedicated the same 
year with ceremonies deemed appropriate to the occasion. 
Among the notable sayings at this dedication was that of a 
clergyman, who announced with jerky vehemence, in a mixed 
multitude of natives and foreigners, that *Hhey have no town 
halls in Europe, but they have their star-chambers," &c. This 
announcement was equalled by another from his own pulpit. 
The church steeple had been struck by lightning, which fol- 
lowed the spire to the bell-deck. This deck being covered 
with a metallic substance, dissipated the electric spark, car- 
rying it harmlessly away. It was a streak of luck in belialf 
of the church, and the preacher conceived that it must be used 
to impress the hearer, and on the next Sabbath he gravely an- 
nounced that the Almighty had sent his thunder bolts upon 
his chosen edifice to demonstrate His power in averting the de- 
struction of the building. And all this was said just as though 
the speaker knew all about it ! 

In April, 1848, Mr. Josiah Crosby, now of North Andover, 
was perhaps the heaviest dealer in groceries in the town. His 
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*' Pioneer" store was the same now occupied by Messrs. J. 
Shattuck, Jr., &; Co., on the south side of the river. At the 
time to which we allude he advertised good flour at $7 to 
$7.50 per barrel, butter at 22 to 24 cents per pound, molasses 
at 22 cents per gallon, good New York cheese at 7 1-4 to 8 1-2 
cents, brown sugar at 7, crushed 9 3-4, souchong tea 20, young 
hyson 33 to 75, lamp oil 55, salt pork 7, mackerel 5, and cod- 
fish 4 cents. At a somewhat earlier day, Mr. P. Ryan, then 
largely engaged in the boot and shoe business, advertised 
^* men's thick boots at $1,62 to $2,50; men's long legged, 
double soled, water proof boots, $2,50 to $3,25; calf boots 
$1,50 to $3,00; ladies' polka boots $1,33 to 1,50; ladies' 
rubbers, 75 cents to $1,50." We italicise the ''long legged 
boots." At that time the principal object with every pedes- 
trian was to find a boot as long in the leg as possible, to avoid 
the danger of going over the tops in the general abyss of mud. 
In all the town, away from the Turnpike, there was no foot- 
walkfi, and the carriage-ways were often almost impassible. 
Hence, a ''long legged, double soled, water proof boot " was 
about the only one in demand. ^ 

While touching upon prices we will cite one more variety 
of merchandise. The school committee gave notice that the 
following books could be obtained at any of the bookstores at 
the prices annexed : — Russell's American School Reader, .75 ; 
Introduction to American Reader, .42 ; Sequel to American 
Reader, .33 ; Primes, .12 ; Emerson's National Spelling Book, 
.17; Greenlief's National Arithmetic, .75; Mitchell's Geog- 
raphy, $1.0^ Olmstead's School Philosophy, $1.00. This 
must suffice Tor the prices twenty years ago, before "war's 
alarms" and taxation began to affect alike the food for the 
body and the mind, as well as the raiment of the multitude. 

Early in 1848, the importance of securing and laying out 
a place for the repose of the dead began to receive more 
merited attention than had before been bestowed upon it. The 
original lot designated for this purpose embraced but about 
three acres, and the arrangement of this ground was put under 
the direction of Mr. John Smith. Subsequently, this sacred 
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inclosure was enlarged to its present still too limited dimen- 
sions. The Catholics early consecrated the ground upon the 
summit of Currant's Hill. Subsequently, Father O'Donnell 
secured the tract for the second Catholic cemetery on the west 
of the old ferry road, and since his death his successors have 
secured a still larger tract, extending from the north line of 
the second to the south line of the first Catholic burying- 
ground. In the early days of Lawrence, the tract of land 
embraced in this last purchase was sold to Hon. Mr. Trask, of 
Salem, for upwards of $20,000, and at the time of his death 
it had cost him, in original outlay, interest and taxes, proba- 
bly $50,000, or more. 

In 1848 there were less than one hundred persons in the 
town paying a tax of $10. Of these, sixteen paid over $20 
and less than $30, eight paid from $30 to $50, four paid 
from $50 to $100 ; T. J. Coburn. now of Lowell, paid $127,-* 
50, Abial Stevens $160, and Charles S. Storrow $165.25. 
The Essex Company paid $4,950.96, the Bay State, now 
Washington Mills, $3,028.20, the Atlantic Mills $2,100. 
Fifteen persons owning property here, but then residing in 
other towns, and taxed $10 or more as non-residents, subse- 
quently became residents of Lawrence. Thirty-seven of the 
resident tax payers of the class named are known to have since 
left the town to reside elsewhere, while twenty-one have died, 
and eight of the non-resident tax payers who subsequently 
became residents of the town have since either died or changed 
their residence. We speak, of course, only of those whose 
names and faces were familiar. Many more, with whom we 
had no acquaintance, may have gone in one or the other of 
these avenues of exit without our knowledge. 

The Boston and Maine railway having changed its location 
from Andover to North Andover, constructed, between April, 
1845, and March, 1848, the five miles of road between those 
places by way of this city, together with the bridges across the 
rivers and canal, and on the 28th of February, run their pas- 
senger .cars across the bridge for the first time to the station 
on the north side of the river. 
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OP EVERY.SIZE, 

Brass and Iron Fittings, 

steam Values of all siiM, Steam Wbistles & Oausei, Foroe Pomps, fto. 

HEATERS AND STEAM CONDENSERS, 

And all Fiztoret connected with 



We would respeatfblly invite the public to call and examine our large and splendid 
assortment of 

Gliandeliers, Brackets, Pendants, and Drop LigMa^ 

Glass and Paper Shades, of the most desirable patterns. 



All of the above articles we offer at as 

Low Rates as they can be furnished by any House 

in the country. We also hold ourselves in readiness at all times, to coutract for 
Heating with Steam or Lighting with Gas, Houses, Factories, Stores, Churches, Public 
Buildings, Hospitals, &c. 
All work done by the above is warranted to give entire satisfaction. 

Store, - - - No. 8 Central Street. 
Manufactory, 82 & 84 Middle Street, 

LOWELL, MASS., 
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On the 2d of July, 1848, the Lowell railway heing com- 
pleted, five trains were run between Lawrence and Lowell, 
conveying passengers free. Over 8000 people were carried 
over the road during the day. It seemed as though all Law- 
rence was going to Lowell, and all Lowell coming to- Law- 
rence. 

The Ess^x railway, from Lawrence to Salem, was opened 
for travel on the 4th of September, 1848. It brought through 
a load of the most quiet and orderly ^^ solid men'* of Salem, 
which contrasted very favorably with the multitude of turbu- 
lent men and boys who patronized the free ride from Lowell 
to which we have alluded. 

The Manchester and Lawrence railway was opened for travel 
in October, 1849. An incident in connection with this line 
is worthy of note. The company having been duly chartered 
and organized, opened its hooks for subscriptions. In two 
days more stock was subscribed for than was required to build 
and equip the line. And yet the books were kept open until, 
in the space of thirty days, nearly three millions of dollars 
had been subscribed! Then commenced a scramble for the 
stock, and a quarrel among subscribers and ofiScers, which con- 
tinued for a considerable time, but the matter was finally com- 
promised. Since its construction, this line has been almost 
constantly *'in hot water,'' from one cause or another. 
Quarrels among directors, war upon conductors, and difficul- 
ties with connecting lines, have marred its existence almost 
continually. 

The turbulence of the town meetings at which the location 
of the town hall was to be determined upon was annually re- 
peated until the town had grown into the city, in 1853. 
Parties were about equally balanced, and the contestants threw 
into the choice of town officers all the importance usually at- 
taching to gubernatorial and presidential elections. Generally, 
in these contests, the whigs succeeded by small majorities. 
Thus, in 1849, they elected as selectmen, Levi Sprague, 
Charles F. Abbott and Isaac Fletcher. In 1850, Artemas 
Parker, Jr., William R. Page and William Gile. In 1851, 
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FANCY AND TOILET AETICLES, 

PERFUMERY AND COLOGNES. 

french Soaps, English -Soaps, American Soaps, 

HAIE BRUSHES, TOOTH BRUSHES. CLOTHES BRUSHES, 



Pure Draffs, Medieines, 



CHEMICALS, ALCOHOL, COSMETICS, 

$HAK£B HEne$ AND BOTANIC MEPIOtNES. 

Special attention given to compounding Phyticiana' 

PRESOHIPTIONS. 

A choice assortment of 
Selected wHh reference to the wants of the sick. 

BEST IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC CIGARS. 

IHBTUUJlUJilTS TOB THB AVFUOTED. 

TRUSSES AHD SHOULDER BRACES, RUBBER SYRINGES. 

Agent for Perkins, Stern & Go's California Wines, Pickens' Whiskey, 

Marsetti's Porter, Scotch Ales, fto. 

NO. 130 SSSE^X STIfcEETj 

LAWRENCE, MASS. 
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William R. Page, Levi Sprague and Joseph Norris; and again, 
in 1852, th^ same parties were continued in office. No pub- 
lic meeting ever assembled in this city equalled this last meet- 
ing of the electors of the tmion, Mr. B. F. Watson led the 
democratic hosts. Early in the day, Mr. Watson made some 
motion intended to give advantage to his party, and was de- 
clared out of order. Exasperated at his failure, he planted 
himself in the way to the polls, and in a loud voice announced 
that "there shall be no voting here to-day," and called upon 
his friends to block the passage to the polls. The hall was 
filled with excited men who rushed to the point where Watson 
was standing. A party fight, on an extended scale, seemed 
almost unavoidable, when, above the din of angry tumult, the 
clear, calm voice of William R. Page, chairman of the select- 
men, echoed through the hall: "Gentlemen will bring in 
their votes." Instantly Gen. Oliver, agent of the Atlantic 
Mills, started for the ballot box, and, after a struggle of great 
severity, finally arrived at the object of his aim, minus his 
coat tail. This incident operated like magic in allaying the 
disturbance. All parties regarded it as a joke worth laughing 
at; and as the two emotions, laughter and anger, cannot exist 
together, order was far more easily restored than the coat tail. 
The general himself enjoyed the fun as much as any one. 
Probably not a man in Lawrence, who esteemed order as a law 
of heaven, felt any regret that a town organization, which 
drew together in one hall all the voters of the place, was to 
give way to a division of these voters into wards under a city 
organization. 

In September, 1848, the Essex Company made an offer to 
the town of 17 1-2 acres of land, now known as "The Com- 
mon," on the liberal conditions that for the period of twenty 
years consecutively it should maintain a substantial fence 
around it, and annually expend not less than $300 in orna- 
menting it, which sum must be laid out under the joint direc- 
tion of the agents of the Essex, Bay State* and Atlantic com- 
panies and the chairman of the board of selectmen or mayor 
of the city. At a town meeting held September 28, it was 
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OFFICE, NO. 108 CENTRAL ST., 

(CORNER OF HUED,) 

LO^VV^ELL, MASS. 



Money to Loan on Gold & Silver Watches, 

JEWELRY, DRY GOODS, PIANO FORTES, 

Boots, Shoes, Carriages, Harnesses, &c., &c. 

Aa endleii Tirlet; ol Unredeemed Property, conalnlng of 

READY-MADE CLOTHING, CLOTHS, SUSPENDERS, 
CUTLERY, STATIOHERV, ALBUMS, MUSICAL IMSTRUMEMTS, 

■nd, In flut. tnry thing which can aceumnlale In ■ Brokera' Office, 

FOE SALE CIIEA.P. 

Watcbbs and Jewelry neatly Repaiebd and Warranted. 

XASTBBir, "WSBTEBIS Am} OAITASA MONmr BOUOHT. 
An ezamlnatloii of our Btoak will well reward an)' penou wllblns to 
pTWrrhMfr Kooda of AITY DBBOBIFTION. 
L. B. RICHARDSON. V. L. BI0HABD80N. 
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voted, by two majority, not to accept the gift ! On the 7th 
of October following, another meeting was held, at which the 
people indignantly wiped out the action by which this beauti- 
ful breathing place of a busy community was rejected. Dr. 
Marsh, who voted to reject at the first meeting, moved the 
reconsideration, and his motion prevailed by an almost unani- 
mous vote. The main question was then carried with great 
unanimity, and thus that question was settled. Consequently, 
on the 7th of October, 186i8y.the common becomes the proper- 
ty of the city, free from all control of the agents of any of 
the manufacturing corporations in the city. 

During the summer of 1849, a sort of mania for town 
meetings pervaded the people. Parties were as nearly equally 
balanced as during the previous year, and if at one meeting 
either had secured an advantage over the other, there were 
never wanting men to sign petitions for another meeting, with 
the hope of reversing the action of the previous one. These 
meetings were usually very thinly attended, but they never- 
theless afforded to several persons, who, like the ass in the 
fable, were deeply enamored of the sound of their own voice, 
an opportunity to be *'seen and heard of men," in harangues 
as wasteful of time as they were lacking in both sense and 
coherence. 

The city charter was passed March 21, 1853, and was ac- 
cepted by the people on the 29th of the same month, by 659 
yeas to 143 nays. The first election under the charter was 
held on the 18th of April following, and the city government 
was duly organized on the 18th of May. This charter, with 
the riiles and orders of the city government, and the general 
laws pertaining to the same, it is not necessary that we should 
insert here, for the reason that no less than fifteen editions 
have been issued, at a cost of thousands of dollars, by authority 
of the city, since 1853, for gratuitous circulation, and all 
without a thought of the propriety of stereotyping, as in other 
standard works. 

At the first election under the city charter, Charles S. 
Storrow was chosen mayor. Mr. Storrow was succeeded by 
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The Most Wonderful Discovery of the 19th Century. 

BCUBSNOE HAS PINAT.T.Y TBIUMFHED I 

No more Sulphur, no more Sugar of Lead, no more Lime, Iron and other 

Injurious Ingredients, but 

XSntirely free from Sediment- 

IP TOU WANT A BEAUTIFUL HBAD OP HAIB, 

XJSE H^YES' BO]SrA.LO]SrD. 

It it warranted to 
Change Orey Hair to its Original Color and Begtore it on Bald Heads* 

Take the Remedy and Avoid the Disease I 

A GREAT BLESSING TO THE HUMAN FAinLY. 

Ha?©®* ®fe@l©fa ®@)i?tlal? 

It cures Oholera. 
It oures Diarrhea. 
It oures Dysentery. 

It oures Summer Ck>mplaints of Children. 
It oures Oholera Morbus. 

It oures Oramp in the Stomach. 
It oures Painters' Ck>lic. 

It cures Oolio and Internal Pains. 

It corrects the Stomach and resrulates the Bowels. 

Every bottle warranted to check the disease, relieve the patient, and perform a radical 
cure, if used in due season and according to directions. 

Prepared and sold Wholesale and Retail, by 

J. R. HA-YES, CHEMIST, 

ISO. 18 cmrrBAii stkbeI?, IiOwioiL, mass. 

Sold also by Rnst Bros. & Bird, G^o. C. Gk>odwin 9c €k>., Hanover St., Boston, 
Wholesale Agents, and by Medicine Dealers generally. Sold by all the Apothecaries 
in Lowell, and in Lawrence by 

G-EOItGE F. TA.LBOT, 

Ain> PBUOOISTS OEITBBALLT. 
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Enoch Bartlett (the democratic candidate), under whose ad- 
ministration the only organized effort, by two large parties, 
to incite riot and bloodshed in this city, took place. It is 
true that in April, 1847, a disturbance occurred at what was 
termed the "black house," an old dwelling located near 
where McFarland's ice houses are situated, by which the 
house was demolished. This row grew out of the report, in- 
dustriously circulated by a woman, that on a given time upon 
a certain night, she saw a certain man knocked down, loaded 
upon a wheelbarrow, and rolled off into the river. The man 
thus dealt with chanced for a time to be missing, and great 
excitement followed, upon the supposition that the story was 
true. Three days after this the man returned safe and sound. 
Indignant that such a report should have grown out of nothing, 
a good natured crowd assembled and pretty nearly demolished 
the house. Several arrests were made, but the parties were 
discharged with very light fines. The riot of 1854 was of a 
far more formidable character. On the one side were arrayed 
the Irish, and on the other the know-nothing party. Like the 
trouble in 1847, that of 1854 was based wholly upon false- 
hood, and on a very meagre matter at that. It was reported 
that an Irishman had raised the American flag ^^ union down^^^ 
at his house on Oak street. The flag itself was one those cot- 
ton abortions used on public days to indicate the fervor of 
patriotism felt by car men and small beer venders as decora- 
tions for their horses. But it was a flag^ and that flag was 
union down. That was enough for those who made it their 
business to spread the report to blind and reckless partisans. 
It was raised by an American simply to designate his nation- 
ality, but no one stopped to learn this fact. They wanted a 
demonstration, and a demonstration demanded no details. 
Without waiting to know if the story had any truth whatever 
— whether the flag was raised by an Irishman or an American 
— the town almost instantly became tbe scene of great excite- 
ment. The know-nothings paraded with band and banners in 
the evening, marching through the principal streets with shouts 
of defiance to all enemies. Men since prominent in office fol- 

9 



66 






Davis' Celebrated 

Gatarrli Remedy, 



ItH Sfieots ai*e >Xag;loal. 



For Headache, Neuralgia, Pains in the Head, Colds in the 
Head, Sore Throat, Weak Eyes, Deafness, and Bron- 
chitis, it is an unfailing Remedy. 

Even fn thcr Mrerett cmmc*— of many jears sUndJiif— Its use altrajs allbrda arton- 
MitBf feUe^-«n4 rarelf fkils to effect a complete and pennanent cure. TUa remedy 
U not §o pawer/ul ac efedual. 

ICaojr Teatf moniala reeef ved, bear the tenor of the following : 

Oem'l Ticket Office, B. ft IC. Raileoad, } 

Boeton, If arch iS. 1867. { 
Mr. Taflbt. Dear Sir : Ha\ing derfred rery perceptible relief from the nae of a 
•ingle bottle of " Davi** Celebrated^Catarrh Remedy/' I can recommend the aame aa 
the ni«at fn^eeMftil remedy I have yet tried for catarrh and deafhem. 

J. 8. BATON, General Ticket Agent. 



Sooth Laweehcb, Not. 7, 1867. 
A. C. Taflkt. 0ir>-I have naed Dayft' Celebrated Catarrh Remedy and find it a 
moiit txeellent medicine. It give* almoet immediate relief, and for a cold or headache 
ft !• equally effectual. 

A ulngle trlol by any one aiBlcted with catarrh or headache, will prove it to be all 
that ft if repreaented. Toart, 8cc., 

J. K. COLE, Principal Bonth Grammar School. 



PREPARED BY 

JVo. 17 Andover St., LAWRENCE^ MASS. 

Sole Proprietor for the New England States, except Connecticut. 

Single bottlea careftilly packed, and tent on receipt ot price, $1 per bottle, or aiz 
bottltft for $ft. AddrcM aa above. 



For tnUt by TI. M. Whitney, 161 Kasex Street, Horatio Smith, lOOEs^ex Street, W, 
C. Brtgham, 180 Rtiiex Street, Charles Clarke, 91 Essex Street, Gen. F. Talbot, corner 
ot Essex and Mill Streets, Aaron Ordway, No. 50 Essex Street, Noyes & Co., Linn's 
Block, Essex Street. 

In iheolty of Lowell by (7arleton ft Hovey, No. 164 Merrimack Street, 0. R. Kimball, 
corner of (Antral and Merrimack Streets, w. H. Duncan, near Middlesex Depot, and 
by all wholesale and retail dealers In Drugs and Medicines throughout Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and by Geo. 0. Goodwin ft 
Co., No. 88 Hanover Street, Boston, Mass., General Agents. 



i 



1/ 



HISTORY OF LAWRENCE. 67 

lowed the procession, filling their pockets with stones as they 
passed along, to be used in case of attack. Unfortunately, at 
that time there was an Irish blatteroon residing temporarily 
here, who had been exceedingly impudent in his talks upon 
the street. He and his friends were as defiant as the opposite 
party. When the procession reached Common, just east of 
Jackson street, it came to the house where this noisy Irish- 
man resided. And here commenced a very serious row. 
The mayor and police were upon the ground, and used their 
utmost efforts to preserve the peace. But cowardly men, 
with their pockets full of stones, could throw them in the 
darkness without being detected, and did throw them. The 
house was badly damaged, and the city ultimately paid the 
bill. No one was either killed or very seriously injured, 
though the leaders on both sides deserved to be. But this was 
not the end of the riot. Mayor Bartlett was in feeble health 
at the time of its occurrence. Exposure and over exertion ag- 
gravated his disease, and he shortly after left the city to return 
no more. He died at his former home, in New Hampshire, in 
June, 1855. 

Mr. Bartlett was succeeded in oflSce by Albert Warren, who 
filled the position until 1857, when he was succeeded by J. R. 
Rollins, who, after two years' service, declined a renomination, 
and was succeeded by Henry K. Oliver. Thus five years 
passed away with the city government in the hands of the 
know-nothings, and parties growing out of that organization. 
In 1859, Daniel Saunders, Jr., the democratic candidate, was 
elected. But parties again changed, and in 1861, James K. 
Barker filled the position. He was followed, in 1862 and 
1863, by William H. P. Wright. In 1864, Alfred J. French 
filled the oflSce. In 1865, Nathaniel G. White was the citi- 
zens', and Pardon Armington the republican candidate. Long 
before the day of election the public sentiment was rife for a 
change. The republicans were divided and at a loss for a can- 
didate — their opponents united and unanimous for Nathaniel 
G. White. But Mr. W. had several times before reluctantly 
permitted his name to be used, and on this occasion positively 



68 ADVERTISEMENTS. 



THE INTRODUCTION OF 



Perry Davis' Pain Killer! 

TO THE SUFFERING HUMANITY OF THIS AGE, 

ha* Relieved more Pain, and caused more Ileal Joy than any other one thing that can 

be named! 



It is a Balm for every Wound." 

Onr first Physicians use it, and recommend its use ; the Apothecary finds it first 
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it a leading article of his trade. All the Dealers in Medicine 
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The Great Family Medicine of the Agel 

EVERY VOLUNTEER SHOULD HAVE A BOTTLE. IN 
CASE OF SUDDEN ATTACKS IN DISEASE. 



TAKEN INTERNALLY IT CURES 

Sore Throat, Sadden Colds, Coughs, etc.. Weak Stomach, General Debility, Nursing 
Sore Mouth, Canker, Liver C'oraplaint, Dvspepsia, or Indigestion, Cramp and 
Pain in the Stomach, Bowel Complaint, Painters' Colic, Asiatic 
Cholera, Diarrhea and Dysentery. 

TAKEN EXTERNALLY IT CURES 

Felons, Boils and Old Sores, severe Burns and Scalds, Cuts, Bruises and Sprains, 

Swelling of the Joints, Ringworm and Tetter, Broken Breast, Frosted Feet and 

Chilblains, Toothache, Pain in the Face, Neuralgia and Rheumatism. 





Taken internally should be administered with milk and water, and sweetened with 
sugar, if desired, or made into a syrup with Molasses. For a COUGH and BRON- 
CHITIS, a few drops on sugar, eaten, will be more effective than anything else. For a 
SORE THROAT, gargle the throat with a mixture of Pain Killer and water, and the 
relief is immediate and cure positive. 

PERRY DAVIS & SON^ 

PROPRIETORS, 

37S ©T. JPAXJL. STREET, MONTHEAI^, O. E. 
17 80XJTH[AM:I»T0J^ ROl^, IL.OBri>OBr, ElVO. 
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declined to run without some sort of demonstrative assurance 
that such a step was desirable on the part of a considerable 
number of influential citizens. To assure him of this, some 
of his friends volunteered to procure the signatures of several 
hundred persons who would prefer Mr. White to any other 
man. But, unfortunately for them, this matter took a differ- 
ent direction from the one intended. The bulk of the wealth 
of the city was decidedly in his favor, and the names thus en- 
listed indicated that a clear majority of the voters had a de- 
cided preference for him. But the appearance of the move- 
ment indicated, in the minds of many, an array of the rich 
for the coercion of the poor at the ballot box; and so obnoxious 
to the sober senses of the people is every movement looking 
in that direction, that many of Mr. White's sincere friends, 
including some who had signed these papers, went to the polls 
and voted for his opponent. The republicans, taking advan- 
tage of this mistake, dropped all other names and selected Mr. 
Pardon Armington, a mechanic, as a '^poor man's" candi- 
date, and elected him by a small majority. Under his admin- 
istration some good and some bad things were done. No ad- 
ministration of the city government has ever been marked by 
more decided advances. Both branches of the council were 
with him as a unity, and the question with all was not so much 
how are the people to pay for this or that improvement, as it 
was as to the position of structures and the most elaborate 
style of architecture. The concrete walk along Essex street 
was one of the best investments ever made by the city. The 
new police court building, the high school building, and the 
heavy expenditures upon that incongruous and dangerous pile 
of brick and mortar, the Oliver school house, rendered neces- 
sary by the change of the high school from its old to a new 
location, leave a debt upon the shoulders of the people which 
will cause them long to remember the administrative ability of 
the government of 1866. Mr. Armington declined to run for 
a second year, and Mr. Nathaniel P. H. Melvin, the demo- 
cratic candidate, was elected to succeed him. 

The people of Lawrence united with those of Andover and 
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ALLEN'S 

LUNG BALSAM, 

FOR THE CURB OF 

COISrSUMPTION, 

AT^I> -A.IL.ILi OISEAHES "X'lIA.T L^EAO TO IT, 



— RUCH AS — 



Coughs, Neglected Colds, Pain in the Chest, and 

all Diseases of the Lungs. 



This Balsam is introduced to the suffering public after its merits for the positive cure 
of such diseases have been fully tented. 'J he formula from which it is prepared 
is referred to by the leading medical journals as being equal to any prescrip- 
tion that can be made up, for such dineases, by the medical faculty. The Balsam is, 
consequently, recommended by physicians who have become acquainted with its ^reat 
success. 

AS AN EXPECTORANT IT HAS NO EQUAL. 

Wc copy the following interesting letter from Dr. Harris to the Middlebury, Vt., 
Register : 

Mr. Editor : It is only to subserve the interests of humanity that I request a short 
space in your valuable paper to inform the public what Allen's Lung Balsam is sure to 
do. Two years a«o I was attacked with a severe cold ; it settled in my throat which 
so affected the organs of speech that I could not speak aloud for nearly six weeKs. I 
got through the winter, coughing nights almost incessantly, with cold night-sweats, 
with increased irritation which extended into the bronchial tubes and which kept me 
coughing all summer. I was at Shoreham oh a professional visit the past October 
when tlie ** good Samaritan " came along, introducing .Mien's Lung Balsam into New 
England. I procured a bottle and took It according to directions, and found inimediiite 
relief. I have now taken two bottles, which has entirely cured me. For the last two 
years, or during the time of my affliction, I was in a state of constipation, which the 
Balsam has most effectually regulated. S'o family should be without this valuable 
medicine. I see by the Western papers that the physicians of Cincinnati, where the 
medicine is manufnctured, are introducing it into their practice, and I have no doubt it 
will soon become a chissical remedial agent for the cure of all diseases of th« Throat, 
Bronchial Tubes, and the Lungs. 

NATH. HARRIS, M. D., Dentist. 

Dr. Harris has for over twenty years been a respected resident of Middlebury, Vt. 

HARRIETT8VILLE, O., OCT. 15, 1866. 

SiRA— I take gr^at pleasure in bearing testimony to the good qualities of Allen's Lung 
Balsam, and would earnestly recommend It to all who may be afflicted with coughs, 
colds, or any dis -ase tending to consumption. In the winter of 1863, after severe ez- 
piisure in the army of VVestern Virginia, I Was seized with a terrible cough, which 
continued for some four months. I used several of the medicines so highly recom- 
mended through the country, but all to no avail. I then consulted my physician, and 
obtained no relief, but grew worse. I despaired of recoverv, and arranged my busi- 
ness, feeling that my caie was beyond the reach of medical aid, and that I must die. 
With other medicines, I received abox^f Allen's Lung Balsam, and by a friend was 
induced to try it in my own case. I used only two-thirds of a bottle, when I was entire- 
ly cured and have not had a cough Kiitce. I have no hesitation in stating that it is owing 
to the use of your excellent Lung Balsam that I am now alivef and ei^oying health. 

I remain respectfully and gratefully yours, 

CHaS. LLOYD, Druggist. 

SOLD BT AI.I. DBUGGISTS. 
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Methuen in the choice of representatives until the year 1850. 
Since that time they have been represented by Morris Knowles, 
George D. Lund, Thomas Wright, Charles S. Newell, Josiah 
Osgood, E. B. Currier, Enoch Bartlett, David Wentworth, 
Enoch Pratt, Amasa Bryant, T. A. Parsons, John A. Good- 
win, T. V. Coburn, Benjamin Harding, John Gale, J. R. 
Johnson, T. W. Floyd, W. Flanders, W. Hardy, N. W. Har- 
mon, J. C. Hoadley, A. J. French, H. D. Clement. John J. 
Doland, Lemuel A. Bishop, Henry Barton, E. J. Sherman, 
William H. P. Wright, H. M. Mclntire, Albert Blood, and 
John K. Tarbox. In the constitutional convention, Charles 
S. Storrow, Henry K. Oliver, and Thomas A. Parsons repre- 
sented the people of Lawrence. 

The schools of Lawrence are the just pride of the people. 
They are divided into primary, middle, grammar, and high 
schools. The high school building now being made ready for 
dedication is one of the most beautiful structures in th^ state. 
It is located on the north side of the common, near the Oliver 
school house. There are two grammar schools, one on the 
south and one on the north side of the river. The primary 
and middle schools are located in such parts of the city as best 
accommodate the greatest number of pupils. The primary 
schools contain pupils of five years of age and upwards, in 
which they are taught in the simplest elements, occupying a 
course of two years or more. When duly prepared, these 
primary scholars are transferred to the middle schools, where 
they remain usually about three years, and are then trans- 
ferred to the grammar schools. The course of study in the 
grammar schools occupies about five years. Tlie scholars are 
here taught reading, grammar, composition, arithmetic, book- 
keeping, geography, history, &c. The high school course oc- 
cupies three years, and •* includes a thorough and practical 
classical and scientific education for both sexes, with full pre- 
paration for those who desire a collegiate course. The insti- 
tution has a deservedly high reputation. These four grades 
of schools are subjected to vigorous classification and super- 
vision in order that they may form a harmonious whole. In 
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them any child residing in the city may receive a full and en- 
tirely free education; if parents are unable to furnish the 
necessary books the expense is borne by the city under the 
direction of the superintendent." The school houses are of 
the best possible construction, an ornament to the city and re- 
flecting generally much credit upon the wisdom and disern- 
ment of the school committee. The most palpable error was 
in the determination to build but one grammar school house 
upon the north side of the river. The territory of the city is 
something like three miles long, from east to west, consequent- 
ly children living upon the borders of the town are subjected 
to great hardships in attending this school. Two school houses, 
costing each less than one-third the sum expended upon this 
stupendous pile, would have been far more safe and convenient 
of access. The most prudent underwriters in the country re- 
fuse, most absolutely, to insure steam mills against damage by 
fire, for the reason that, sooner or later, they are certain to be 
destroyed by that element. We do not predicate a like result 
to this edifice, but there is danger of it ; and should such an 
event occur during school hours, the loss to life and limb is 
frightful to contemplate. Humanity to the young demands a 
change in this respect, as a means of convenience as well as a 
measure of safety. There is one other reform in the school 
system of Lawrence which deserves consideration. The law 
demands that children under a certain age, who are employed 
in the mills, shall annually attend school for a specified time. 
Of course their old school companions who have kept on at 
school while these mill boys and girls have been at work, are 
far advanced in their studies, while the mill hands have fallen 
back even from the low position to which they had attained 
when they left school to go to work. They go back to their 
old positions among a strange set, younger than themselves. 
They do not feel happy, but become restless and uneasy — the 
school becomes irksome to them, and they stay away on shal- 
low pretexts or play truant, and are not long in obtaining bad 
jcharacters. By another system they might maintain good 
reputations and make good improvement. The system we 
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would inaugurate for this class would be the establishment of 
a school, centrally located, to be devoted specially to them and 
no one else. 

The streets of Lawrence are gradually becoming very toler- 
able thoroughfares. Their great extent, the loose materials of 
which they were originally constructed, together with the 
usually imperfect grade at which they were left by the Essex 
Company, have conspired to make the cost of repairs very ex- 
cessive. But they are now pretty fully developed in their 
proportions, and under the careful supervision of an efficient 
commissioner, we hear little complaint of imperfections. The 
recent introduction of the admirable concrete walk, as hard as 
granite and as smooth as a floor, so extensively laid down 
within a few years, adds vastly to the comfort of pedestrians 
and greatly diminishes complaints respecting the streets. Re- 
cently the same material has been adopted in street crossings, 
first with edge stones, but more recently, and with visible im- 
provement, without. The result astonishes the unbelievers 
in its utility for such a purpose, and gratifies those who could 
see no reason why the best possible system of building roads 
(McAdams'), should be liable to fail when applied in connec- 
tion with a substance that can but operate to cement it into a 
solid mass. An ordinary crossing costs the city from one to 
two hundred dollars. A concrete crossing can scarcely exceed 
half this cost. It is now being urged upon the city authori- 
ties to lay in the concrete from the south side of Essex to the 
north side of Common street, along the entire width of Law- 
rence street, for the purpose of testing its utility as a pave- 
ment. The result cannot be doubtful in the minds of intelli- 
gent men. A more imperfect material operates admirably in 
Europe, and this cannot fail so to operate here. The wisdom 
of Solomon, it is now admitted, was not displayed by our city 
government in the purchase of stone crushers, adapted only to 
places having no gravel, but plenty of ledges to be operated. 
Here we have almost exhaustless quantities of gravel and few 
ledges. The cost of every load of crushed stone put upon 
our streets has been computed at not less than three dollars, 
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independent of the cost of machines, which are almost as lia- 
ble to break as the stones which pass through them. The 
crusher was intended to inaugurate the Mc Adams system of 
road building in this city, but it failed most utterly in not as- 
sorting the stones into proper sizes, according to the McAdams 
system. But in the presence of the bouMer road^ built at 
enormous expense from the Turnpike to Hampshire street, 
several years ago — a road which was but a burlesque upon 
every principle of McAdamizing — in the presence of such a 
road, that made from the stone passed through the crusher 
was highly commendable. The streets of the city have never 
been properly controlled by the commissioner. The commis- 
sioner himself is under the control of a committee who either 
do not know how to build a good road or do not care to trouble 
themselves with the details of the business, and consequently 
the commissioner is often censured for the sins of omission and 
commission of this committee. With the mayor to constantly 
advise him in doubtful cases, the present commissioner would 
do more for the city than could be done with the aid of the 
whole city government at his heels. It is most plainly a case 
where there are too many cooks employed at a single skillet 
of broth. The streets of Lawrence are fifty feet wide, with 
the exception of Essex, which is eighty — Turnpike, which is 
sixty-six — Canal, Jackson, Appleton, Common, and Haverhill 
from the Turnpike to Spring street, which are sixty feet, and 
Mechanic street, which is only forty feet. The highest eleva- 
tion between the Turnpike and Spicket river is at the corner 
of Cross and Franklin streets, which is seventy-five feet above 
the Essex Company's base line. At the corner of Essex and 
Lawrence streets it is only thirty-eight feet above that line, 
and but four feet higher than the crest of the dam. 

The bridges across the Shawsheen and the Spicket, coming 
within the limits of the city, are kept in repair by the city. 
They are some eight or ten in number. Those across the canal 
are the property of the corporations, by whom they are built 
and kept in order. The two bridges across the Merrimac, 
known as the Andover and Lawrence bridges, are the property 
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of two distinct corporations. Andover bridge was incorporated 
in March, 1793, and the bridge was completed in the Novem- 
ber following, at a cost of about $15,000. As originally con- 
structed it was 40 feet wide and 600 feet long, resting on 
abutments and piers of wood. The opening of the bridge to 
public travel was a great event in the estimation of the imme- 
diate community. A grand demonstration was made on the 
occasion. Captain Stephen Barkefr's company of cavalry was 
called out in **all the pomp jind circumstance of war," and 
stationed as a guard at either end of the bridge to prevent 
people from crossing. A boy, named Flint, attempted to run 
past the guard and was struck with a sword, or other warlike 
implement, and killed, or so badly wounded that he died short- 
ly after. This structure, located first below the present 
bridge, stood about seven years. Abbott's History of Ando- 
ver informs us that **in 1801 a solid arch of boards was made 
across the main channel of the river, 110 feet long, which fell 
immediately." The present bridge, or that upon which the 
present bridge is based with stone abutments and piers, was 
built in 1806 and 1807. It has, of course, been several times 
rebuilt since that time. In connection with this bridge, we 
remember of having read in the Methuen Gazette^ some thirty 
or more years ago, a notice signed by Mr. Zadoc Bodwell, the 
father of Mr. Asa M. Bodwell, who now lives on the farm 
then owned by his fether, announcing that he had just com- 
pleted the thorough repair of this bridge — that it was done 
with a plentiful supply of ^^New England oats," and that 
during the entire labor not an accident of any kind had oc- 
curred. At that time there was as much ^^ beating of the air " 
upon the subject of temperance as there is at the present day, 
and if we remember right, the law forbade the sale of *^New 
England oats," and other fancy drinks, in less quantities than 
fifteen gallons, except by certain persons or in particular cases. 
From that day to this the same abortive* attempts to control 
the human taste by legislative enactments have been persist- 
ently forced upon the community without effecting the desired 
object. Honest but simple minded men still insist that the 
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power to stop the use of these liquors rests with the majority, 
while they would indignantly deny the right of the majority 
to enact a law making it the imperative duty of every man 
to drink a gill or pint of liquor per day. And yet it would 
be diflScult to determine which proposition was the most ab- 
surd and useless, or which really possessed the most solid claim 
upon the public respect or observance. The Lawrence bridge 
was chartered in 1854, and opened to public travel on the 8th 
of November, 1855, the proprietors celebrating the event by 
a dinner at the Franklin House. Both the Andover and Law- 
rence bridges are kept in the most thorough repair, and proba- 
bly pay good dividends to the stockholders. A movement is 
now on foot to make them both free by purchase. The propo- 
sition, as we understand it, is, that the county comnissioners 
shall apportion to the towns most interested the amount which 
each shall pay towards this object. If their decision is ap- 
proved by the people of these towns, then the bridges are to 
become forever free. The object is a desirable one, and we 
presume that no one, here or elsewhere, will interpose the 
slightest objection to an equitable arrangement to this end. 

During the hard times of 1857, an invention of incalculable 
importance to the moral and physical world was brought out in 
this city by two of the employes of the **late lamented'' Law- 
rence Machine Shop. We allude to the steam fire engine. The 
inventors were Mr. Thomas Scott, now superintendent of the 
McKay Sewing Machine Works, in this city, and Mr. N. S. 
Bean, now at the Amoskeag Machine Shop, in Manchester, 
N. H., where these steamers are constructed. It is due here 
that we should say, respecting the steam fire engine, that the 
invention of Messrs. Scott & Bean was by no means the only 
one brought out at that precise period. The stagnation in 
business had cast many excellent mechanics, all over the coun- 
try, out of employment, and, singularly enough, we find evi- 
dences of their skill in the production .of steam fire engines 
in several places at the same time. So nearly were those ma- 
chines alike that, when viewed separately, it was hard to de- 
termine which merited the public patronage; and it wa3 only 
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when they wer6 brought together in ,a test of capacity at 
drafting and discharging water that the palm was awarded to 
the Lawrence machine. The first one built here was called 
the Lawrence, and this was purchased by the city of Boston, 
after the severest tests which could be conceived by critical 
engineers, had been put upon it. At the time this machine 
came out, men of reflection and discernment looked upon the 
organization of the firemen in the large cities as one to be 
feared, and yet one that must not only be endured, but petted 
and supported with as much care as any in the country. It 
was an indispensable evil, which was growing daily worse and 
worse. The advent of the steamer was therefore looked upon 
by all good citizens as a blessing to property owners and un- 
derwriters and a powerful advocate in the cause of morality 
and order. But its construction was one thing, its introduc- 
tion into use another. While the firemen may have admired 
it as a novelty, they were slow to confess that it could do as 
much as the * ^ Niagaras ' ' and ^ ^ Cataracts ' ' and ^ * Torrents ' ' 
with which they ran and /or which they howled and yelled so 
vociferously. Trial after trial took place, the steamer pump- 
ing into the hand engines and the hand engines discharging 
the water. These trials were usually stipulated to continue 
fifteen minutes, thus indicating that the engineers were satis- 
fied that the hand machines stood no chance in a longer con- 
test. If by herculean efforts the firemen succeeded in dis- 
charging the water without being ^^ washed," even though 
working through open buts, no engineer ever suggested to 
*'Mose" either the impropriety or folly of howling at his 
victory over tireless steam and impassive iron. Even after 
the great trial on Boston Common, where the little '^Law- 
rence" competed with four other machines of heavier con- 
struction and far more elaborate finish, and achieved a signal 
triumph, the city authorities of Boston feared to purchase her. 
They had previously purchased the '* Miles Greenwood," a 
cumbersome machine of more than doubtful utility, and had 
expended vast sums to put her in working order, without suc- 
cess, and they were fearful that they might be bitten again if 
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they purchased the Lawrence, and it was only after Mr. Scott 
oflFered to sell her at a given price, and man and run her for a 
year, making all needed repairs at his own expense, that they 
concluded to close the bargain. Soon the Amoskeag Company 
purchased the invention and entered upon the manufacture of 
fire engines after the pattern of the Lawrence. Thus dawned 
the age of steam, and the bright beams of unobstructed sun- 
light were not long in dispelling all the illusions and prejudices 
respecting steam fire engines. One by one the old machines 
were sold to poor country villages, ,at a discount from ordinary 
second hand wares of that kind, and in their place came the 
tireless laborer, whose power can exhaust one element in sub- 
duing another. The past fifty years- have brought out many 
important and useful inventions, but among them all it would 
be diflScult to name one whose silent influences are more wor- 
thy of world-wide thanksgiving than this one of the steam 
fire engine. 

The fire department of Lawrence is undoubtedly one of the 
most complete to be found in any city of the country. Early 
in the commencement of their enterprises here, the Essex 
Company purchased, at their own expense, a fire engine, which 
was called the ** Essex." This was manned by workmen in 
the employ of the company. Mr. Henry Goodell, under whose 
supervision the boarding houses on the turnpike were built, 
being foreman. The first fire to which this machine was 
called was on *'the Plains,'' whither the Essex went bounding 
along through the sand as rapidly as possible. She was *' just 
in season to be too late," the fire having been extinguished 
before her arrival. Most, if not all the firemen, were new 
hands at managing engines, and Captain Goodell was not an 
exception. He carried his speaking trumpet, and evidently 
supposing that it was a part of his duty to give his orders to 
his men through that lungless instrument, made a most ludi- 
crous display of his ability in that direction, to the infinite 
amusement of those who had aided in working engines in other 
places, and others who had seen and *^knew the ropes." The 
Essex was soon followed by other engines of larger capacity. 
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and by hose and hook and ladder companies, until, at the in- 
troduction of the steam fire engines, the fire department of 
the city numbered some three hundred men. The steam fire 
engine being a creation of the mechanical skill of the city, and 
having been tried here time and again, experimentally, alone 
and in connection with the hand engines, before a sale was ef- 
fected of the first machine in Boston, not only those connected 
with the fire department,' but the citizens generally, had be- 
come familiar with the power and endurance of this machine, 
and every right thinking man had early learned justly to ap- 
preciate its eflBciency. Hence it was not long after the com- 
mencement of their manufacture at Manchester before one was 
ordered for this city. This was followed by another, and 
pretty soon all the hand engines were displaced, and the city 
now has four steamers of the best construction of their class. 
The money invested in land, buildings, engines, reservoirs, 
etc., connected with the fire department of Lawrence at the 
close of the municipal year 1866, was $71,873. The fire ap- 
paratus comprises 4 engines, with over 6000 feet of hose at- 
tached to their accompanying hose carriages — 1 hose carriage 
under the charge of a distinct company, with 3700 feet of hose 
— 1 hook and ladder carriage — 56 hydrants, covering, with 
the aid of the vast length of leading hose, almost the entire 
compact part of the city — 13 reservoirs, located at the most 
accessible points of the city for efficiency, in sections not ac- 
cessible to the hydrants. Besides these public conveniences 
for subduing fires, there are connected with all the mills a 
still more efficient apparatus — more efficient because more ac- 
cessible and readily brought into action in case of need. That 
the public may know something of the vast outlay in this line, 
we will take for example the Pacific Mills. Here we find 7540 
feet of hose, 33 double and 110 single hydrants, distril^uted 
in the various parts of the works, both inside and outside the 
walls of the mills, 88 barrels and over 1600 pails constantly 
full of water, in different parts of the mill, for instant use in 
case of fire — 2 hose carriages, capable of carrying 700 feet 
of hose each — one ladder carriage, with 320 feet of ladders — 
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9316 feet of pipe, from 2 to 8 inch, and 17,974 feet of pipe 
from 1 1-4 to 2 inch, the smaller being "sprinkler pipe," to- 
gether with steam and other pumps capable of discharging 
2817 gallons of water per minute. In all the large fires near 
the mills the mill apparatus has thus far been found an essen- 
tial aid to the fire department of the city. Since the city was 
organized there have been a considerable number of very heavy 
fires, by which a large amount of property has been destroyed, 
and it was our hope to be able to get at not only tlie number 
of fires and the amount of property destroyed, but the amount 
of insurance, from the commencement to the present time, 
from the records of the fire department; but these accounts, 
in the early days of the city, were so loosely kept, if indeed 
they were kept at all, that no reliable approximation can be 
made to this end. It is but recently that anything approach- 
ing to order or system has been observed in this department. 
Previous to the year 1854, we can find no record whatever. 
From 1854 to 1858, we find a recorci^of the number of alarms 
and an estimate of the loss. From 1857 to 1863, we find only 
the number of alarms; but from 1863 to the present time, 
there has been more method observed in this important par- 
ticular. From 1854 to 1863, there were 168 alarms. From 
1854 to 1858, about $40,000 worth of property was destroy- 
ed. From 1863 to 1867, there were 66 alarms, a loss of 
$461,309 worth of property, and an insurance of $322,279. 
We are under obligations to Mr. Benjamin Booth, chief engi- 
neer, not only for the main and most reliable items in this 
line, but as a citizen, for the more careful preservation of facts 
connected with his department of the administration of the 
city government, which may some day be of very great inter- 
est to the community. One of the most disastrous fires that 
has ever occurred in the city broke out on the 15th of August, 
1859, in what was then known as the "United States Hotel," 
which was located where the store of Mr. Sharpe now stands, 
on Essex, between Appleton and Jackson streets. That struc- 
ture soon went down, killing in its fall two very worthy and 
promising young men. From this the fire spread east, de- 
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stroying one or two stores, and west to Appleton street, de- 
stroying what was then known as ** Church Block," embracing 
the Second Congregational church, with the stores under the 
same, and thence, traversing north, it carried down the court 
house. The Unitarian church was set on fire by the sparks 
and cinders, and was very badly damaged. The day was op- 
pressively hot and the firemen suffered intensely. — Twice, since 
they were first erected, the repair shops of the Boston and 
Maine Railroad Company, on the south side of the river, have 
gone down by fire, involving the company in heavy loss. Both 
of these fires are attributed to spontaneous combustion. The 
first occurred in the evening, the last on Sunday, at about 2 
o'clock in the afternoon. The buildings in the ** Essex Com- 
pany's lumber yard" have been burned out several times, in- 
volving heavy loss in the aggregate, but so divided among 
individuals and carefully covered by insurance, as not to have 
seriously affected the business of the city. The burning of 
the steam mill of Wilson & Allen was probably the cause of 
more consternation than any fire that has occurred in the 
city, except that of Church Blocks and the appalling fire 
among the ruins of Pemberton Mills, detailed more fully in 
its appropriate place. The weather at the time was very dry, 
and everything combustible was like tinder. The wind was 
about north-east, and blowing fresh. The mill, formerly the 
meeting house, which stood on the hill near the farm of Mr. 
Fairfield White, in Methuen, was a large building, two stories 
high, and filled, from base to attic, with combustible materials. 
The brisk wind carried the burning coals high into the air, 
and scattered them all along in the track and upon the roofs 
of buildings, to Tower Hill. The hills on either side of , 
Lowell street, as far west as the lot where Mr. George W. 
Horn is now erecting his dwelling house, were soon all ablaze, 
and there was scarcely a roof between this point and the fire 
that did not need constant watching and wetting to prevent 
increased destruction. Fortunately ladders and water were 
plenty, and every building west of the railway was saved. 
Several wooden workshops between the mill and the railway 
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went down, and the large carriage manufactory of Gen. Gale 
was saved only by the most untiring exertions. 

The calamities of Lawrence, independent of those which be- 
fall all the world in the form of financial revulsions and the 
ravages of fire, though not numerous, have been perhaps more 
appalling than any by which the nerves of an American com- 
munity have ever been shocked. The first of these, worthy 
of special note, was the accident at the dam on the 12th of 
October, 1847. At the time this accident occurred, about 
300 feet of the dam on the south side, and 100 feet on the 
north side of the river, had been finished, the water mean- 
while running over the part unfinished. It now became neces- 
sary to shut out the water from the unfinished part by means 
of a coffer dam, in order that the unfinished portion could be 
carried up to a level with the two wings. The unfinished 
space was about 500 feet long. The timbers of the coffer dam 
were all in position, and braced, as was supposed, securely, 
and workmen were engaged in putting down flash boards, by 
which the water was to be raised to a sufficient hight to flow 
over the finished portion, leaving its old bed dry. Mr. L. M. 
Wright had charge of the wood work on the dam, under the 
immediate supervision of Captain Bigelow, the chief engineer. 
Both were present at the time, aiding in all confidence as to 
the strength of their structure in putting down plank after 
plank, until the accumulating waters had nearly reached the 
elevation desired, when, in an instant, that portion of the 
structure upon which they were engaged rose upon the sur- 
face of the water, and fifteen men were swept, amid the broken 
timbers, by the rush of the fearful flood, upon the rocks some 
twenty-five feet below. At the time of this accident every 
nerve was exerted to its utmost to raise the water to the proper 
level to supply power to the Bay State mills, then nearly 
completed, and ready in some parts for the machinery. Every 
person in town was looking forward to this desirable consum- 
mation with high hopes of future business. The accident was 
therefore felt as a personal as much as a public calamity. The 
fact that it had occurred flew over the town as by an electric 
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spark, and all classes rushed anxiously to the scene, with an 
interest as eager as though friends and fortunes were involved 
in it. When the coflFer dam gave way, Captain Bigelow, Mr. 
Wright, and several others, were in a scow, in which they made 
the frightful plunge. The scow swayed round in the current 
and passed over end foremost. Just as she was making the 
plunge, two men leaped out and saved themselves upon that 
portion of the coflFer dam which remained firm. Another man 
leaped from the stern of the boat directly into the falling cur- 
rent and came out safe. The end of the scow plunged with 
terrible force upon the bed rock, sending its freight of men 
and tools with great velocity into the river. Two men were 
killed, two were very seriously and three slightly injured. 
Captain Bigelow came very near losing his life. He was so 
badly injured as to be unable to assist himself, and was only 
saved by the utmost exertions of Mr. Wright. In half an 
hour after the first break, and at a point where some thirty men 
were engaged when the first break occurred, another section of 
the coflfer dam gave way. Had this section given way at the 
same time of the other, the loss of life would undoubtedly have 
been fearful, as the men were at work upon the frame work 
below the crest of the coflfer dam. This circumstance was re- 
garded as a special providence by many people. But there 
was a still more marked interposition of providence in the 
minds of many in the result of this accident. At the time it 
occurred a long continued rain, extending over a wide expanse 
of country, had just ceased, and the river was then about three 
feet above its ordinary pitch, and rising rapidly. By the next 
morning the freshet was very heavy, and swept with most ma- 
jestic power through the gap it had made for itself the day be- 
fore. Persons competent to form a correct judgment in such 
matters estimated that the finished portion of the dam, over 
which it was designed to throw this torrent, would have been 
wholly inadequate to discharge it, and that the wing walls of 
the dam would have been buried to the depth of about three 
feet in the surging flood, and all the lower portion of the town 
been swept out in the dead of night. Frightful as the acci- 
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dent was, and accompanied as it was by heavy pecuniary and 
personal losses, it sinks into utter insignificance in the pres- 
ence of a contemplation of the result which would have fol- 
lowed the consummation of the labors of those who were swept 
dismayed and powerless before the rising and relentless flood. 
We are not aware that any reliable data is extant to verify 
the assumption that such a result wohld have followed. We 
only remember distinctly that the freshet was mie of the se- 
verest that has occurred for the past twenty years. The ordi- 
nary flow of water at the overfall is from one to two feet. Six 
feet of water upon the crest of the dam is about an ordinary 
freshet. The heaviest freshet in the past twenty years was in 
April, 1852, when the highest pitch of water was just ten 
feet upon the crest of the dam. This freshet washed out the 
abutment of the bridge and carried away the toll house on the 
south side of the river, and the water reached, at intervals, 
the wood work on the railway bridge. The alarm in the city, 
in ^anticipation of an overflow of the wing walls, was very 
great, and so imminent was the danger in the estimation of 
the careful engineers of the Essex Company, that a train of 
cars and a large number of teams were run night and day, in- 
cluding, we think, the Sabbath, in conveying earth for an em- 
bankment to protect the town. Since that time, as a precau- 
tionary measure against the recurrence of this danger. Cause- 
way street has been raised and connected by a dike with the 
wing walls of the dam, which have also been increased some 
three or four feet in hight. In 1863, the water reached nine 
feef , or within one foot of the great flood. Between 1849 and 
1863, distinct from the cases named, the water was on two occa- 
sions up to a point over eight feet, five times up to seven feet 
and over, and eight times up to six feet and over. The over- 
fall is about nine Hundred feet in length. Taking, therefore, 
the freshet of 1847 at the lowest of these figures, and reducing 
the overfall to four hundred feet, it is evident that but for the 
accident upon the dam, the town would have sufiered fearfully 
from the flood. 
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We turn from the contemplation of ^^what might have 
been" a calamity, to one of the most heart-rending events 
that has ever transpired upon this continent. On the 10th of 
January, 1860, at 13 minutes to 5 o'clock, in the afternoon, 
the Pemberton Mill, without a moment's warning, fell to the 
earth. The mill was five stories high, eighty-four feet wide, 
and two hundred and eighty feet long. The first story was 
devoted to weaving, the second to carding, the third to spin- 
ning, the fourth to carding, spinning and drawing in, and the 
fifth to dressing, warping, spooling, winding and reeling. 
The mill, and property pertaining to it, originally cost $800,- 
000. It was started up in 1853, and continued in operation 
until 1857, when it became deeply involved, suspended work, 
and was sold at auction on the 8th day of February, 1859, to 
Messrs. George Howe, of Boston, and David Nevins, of Me- 
thuen, for $325,000, the purchase including not only all 
the mill property and machinery, but all the stock manu- 
factured and in process at the time of sale. No mill in Law- 
rence was better protected firom fire, nor was any mill in the 
city considered more substantial or secure in any respect. In 
the opinion of all it was the model mill of the city. It was 
insured, at the lowest rate at which such property is taken, 
for the sum of $415,000. At the time of the calamity, as 
near as can be ascertained, about seven hundred persons were 
employed in the building. Miraculous as it may seem, more 
than five-sixths of these were rescued firom the ruilis, very 
many of them more or less severely wounded. About one 
hundred lost their lives. It would be utterly useless to at- 
tempt an adequate description of the scene throughout the 
city consequent upon this accident. The fall was almost in- 
stantaneous. Immediately a wail went forth from all behold- 
ers, which, at a distance, was mistaken for a simultaneous cry 
of fire. The dust which rose upon the moist still atmosphere 
firom the fallen walls, filling it like a cloud, favored this delu- 
sion. The direction, to those at a distance, indicated that a 
terrible fire had broken out at either the Washington or Pem- 
berton. The rush to the spot was immense. Stepping into a 
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sleigh, we were driven rapidly to the scene, but even before 
reaching a point where the extent of the disaster could be re- 
alized, it became painfully evident that something even more 
terrible than a fire had occurred. The deep toned lamenta- 
tions of the wounded and the friends of operatives who had 
reached the point before us, were truly terrible to hear; nor 
was there a diminution in those cries. They came upon the 
ear from all sides — from the mother, mourning for her child, 
the child for its parents, the wife for her husband, and from 
the multitude in behalf of crushed and sufiFering humanity. 
It was at an hour when the gray twilight was fast shading into 
darkness, and it soon became necessary to illuminate the scene 
by bonfires in the yard, between the fallen Pemberton and the 
Duck Mill. Those who were not injured, as tBey came forth 
from the ruins into the dim fire-light, were as pale as walking 
corpses, from the effects of fright; but the wounded and the 
dead, in many cases, presented most ghastly spectacles. The 
wounded were taken immediately to a temporary hospital at 
City Hall, where mattresses were placed to receive them. Few 
persons, except the physicians and nurses, were admitted to 
the hall, but a dense throng filled the street, the steps, the 
lower floor, and the stairway; a body of poHce guarding the 
door to prevent the crowd from entering the hall. The scene 
inside baffles all efibrt at description. The imagination is bet- 
ter fitted than the pen to picture the mental and physical suf- 
fering, the moaning and cries of wounded and dying, and the 
anguish of relations at the sufiering or death of those they 
loved. 

From the instant the mill fell, brave and resolute men set to 
work to relieve those who were confined among the machinery 
and rubbish. For six hours this work was unremitting. All 
were anxious to do what they could to this end, but a lack of 
organization of efibrt rendered these labors less efiective than 
they should have been. But the community was panic strick- 
en. The question seemed more what can / do than what is 
best to be done. It was a time when a calm and resolute 
leader, comprehending the magnitude of the calamity, and 
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anticipating the time when exhausted nature must relinquish 
these efforts, might have inspired the suffering with renewed 
hope, by a judicious selection, under competent leaders, of 
working parties, to be relieved once in two hours, and exclud- 
ing all others from blocking the way to the most effective ef- 
fort. But the time for reflection on this point was short. At 
11 o'clock, the engines, which had come to the scene in antic- 
ipation that the fallen building might take fire, were called 
into action. The fearful event had occurrq^. A lantern had 
been broken and set the ruins on fire. Smoke was seen to 
issue from the south end of the building, and it increased, 
slowly at first, but yet surely, in spite of every effort of the 
firemen to check it.. The position of the floors was such as 
to shed water like a roof, without reaching the fire. Fifteen 
or twenty streams, enough to deluge any building in the city, 
were poured upon it in a vain hope of checking the flames. 
But they marched right on in their work of desolation, stead- 
ily and surely. In about an hour the devouring element had 
made its way a little north of the center of the mill, from 
which point its progress was rapid. In a few minutes the en- 
tire mass was a sheet of flame. It was known that at the 
time the fire commenced many poor creatures were still con- 
fined among the broken lumber and machinery. There was 
for them no help, no hope. They must perish. Fourteen are 
known thus to have perished, and to their memory a granite 
monument has been erected at the cemetery. Further labor 
was alike useless and vain. Many who had worked up to this 
time without a token of fatigue, soon began to feel that ener- 
vating relaxation which follows long continued exertion. They 
turned from the scene so completely exhausted as to be scarcely 
able to reach their homes. 

For days, and we may almost say for weeks, after the disas- 
ter, the city was thronged by visitors from abroad, anxiously 
looking at the scene of this almost unparalleled tragedy. For 
an equal length of timd every paper containing a particle of 
news respecting this matter -m^t a ready sale. A little slip 
was worth more than a Boston Journal, and sold with &x 
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greater facility. It is a singular fact, however, in this con- 
nection, that not one of the newspaper publishers of this city 
sought to gratify the public by the issue of extras, detailing 
the events as they transpired. Everything in the form of in- 
formation came from other places. The magnitude of the 
disaster seemed to have paralyzed all alike here at home, and 
for once the thought of '^what can be made'' was supplanted 
by that of '^ what can be done to relieve the sufiFering and the 
needy." 

The benevolent all over New England, almost before an in- 
timation had reached them that pecuniary assistance was need- 
ed, seemed fully to comprehend the necessities of the hour. 
The day after the calamity twenty gentlemen met at the oflSce 
of the Massachusetts Hospital ' Life Insurance Company, in 
Boston, and put $2000 at the disposal of the New England 
Society for the Promotion of Manufactures for the relief of 
the needy. One day later, another meeting despatched, by a 
special messenger, $5000 for the same purpose. The Phila- 
delphia Corn Exchange immediately forwarded $500. On 
the 13th, Daniel Saunders, Jr., mayor of the city, wrote a 
touching letter in acknowledgment of these favors to^the sec- 
retary of the New England Society, and on the 23d of Jan- 
uary, the committee of relief, composed of Daniel Saunders, 
Jr., Charles S. Storrow, William C. Chapin, John C. Hoad- 
ley, and Henry K. Oliver, issued a circular to the public, in 
which they say ^^ So generous have been the contributions in 
money and clothing from every quarter, we are most happy in 
believing that what has been already subscribed will be suflS- 
cient for the wants of those really needy and those to be pro- 
vided for in continuance." Of the value of clothing no esti- 
mate was ever made. The money contributed in this short 
space of time amounted to $65,834.67. This money came 
from no less than eight states, — from Masons, Odd Fellows, 
churches, schools, mill operatives, engine companies, newspaper 
establishments and individuals; in sums ranging from $1 to 
$3500, embracing over two hundred distinct parcels. Of this 
sum, $42,004.72 was distributed to the needy between the 10th 
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of January and the 1st of May. From May to the succeed- 
ing January, $9,468.27 had been disbursed to relieve the suf- 
fering; $14,000 had been paid to the Massachusetts Hospital 
Life Insurance Company for annuities in trust, and the bal- 
ance, $361.68, was-paid to George P. Wilson, city missionary, 
to be applied where most needed, and the account was closed. 
In regard to the amount paid for annuities, Mr. Storrow, in 
his final report, says : — 

**It was suggested in the report of May last, that we might find it 
necessary to make permanent provision for some extreme cases of in- 
curable injunr. This has been done in two instances by the purchase of 
annuities. After full consultation, and with the approval of every mem- 
ber of the committee, a deposit of $14,000 dollars was made with the 
Massachusetts Hospital Life Insurance Company, of Boston, in two 
separate sums of 6600 and 7600 dollars, to create two annuities in trust, 
of about 360 and 400 dollars a year respectively, to be paid in quarterly 
paymeftts to the annuitants for the remainder of their lives. 

** Fo;r persons in the enjoyment of ordinary health, the purchase of an 
annuity is a very simple matter. The tables of mortality show with suf- 
ficient accuracy their chance of life, according to their age, and the 
payment, once for all, of a certain sum, purchases for them an annuity 
of a stipulated amount, to be paid to them for life. But what human 
sagacity could calculate the chance of life of these two young persons in 
our charge ? Would it be one year, or fifty ? How could we balance 
on the one hand the effect of wounded limbs, of consequent disease, of 
long-continued suffering, and, on the other, the restoring power of youth, 
of patience, and of comfortable homes ? It was evidently impossible to 
purchase outright these annuities, because it was evidently impossible 
to estimate their duration, or calculate their value. The only mode to 
provide for these persons, therefore, was by annuities in trust : that is, 
by deposits, the income of which should be paid to them as long as they 
live. 

*' But a difiiculty here arose. Upon the death of an annuitant in trust, 
the sum deposited reverts to the person who placed it originally, or to 
such persons as he may direct in the deed of trust. This event may not 
happen for fifty years, and where will the committee be then ? The 
poor patients may outlive us all. To provide for this cbntingency, it 
was determined that upon the decease of either of the two annuitants, 
the principal sum should be paid to the members of the committee, " or 
the survivors or survivor of them, or to the executors or administrators 
of the last survivor, and bv them to be appropriated to such 'charitable 
purpose or purposes as shall be appointed in writing by the actuary of 
the Massachusetts Hospital Life Insurance Company, the jm&yor of the 
City of Lawrence, and the president of the Essex Savings Bank, now 
established at Lawrence, for the time being, or any two of them, in such 
manner as they shall deem most conformable to the original charity for 
which the moneys were contributed." 

** By this arrangement we secure to our annuitants what is necessary 
for their comfort as long as they live, without paying at the outset an 
exorbitant price. We provide that, upon their decease, the amount, no 
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longer needed for their benefit, shall again be applied to the charitable 
purposes for which it was intended, and that this shall be done under the 
direction of three persons, who must all be in existence, whatever may 
be the uncertainty of human life, two of whom, from the offices they 
hold, must inevitably be persons especially fit to discharge the duties of 
a trust, and the third of whom is the principal representative of the City 
whose people were the objects of the original charity. Beyond all this, 
the Supreme Judicial Court has power to regulate and enforce the exe- 
cution of this trust, if it should ever hereafter become necessary to do 
so." 

A temporary hospital, known as the Pemberton Home, was 
supported for some time, at an expense of $820, out of funds 
mainly contributed by Mr. James M. Barnard. This sum 
would swell the benevolent contributions to $66,634.67. The 
committee distributed these contributions through the hands 
of a sub-committee, located in the various wards of the city, 
to the wounded, and also to those who had been rendered des- 
titute by the calamity, in sums ranging from $1 to f 851.61. 
About six hundred people were the recipients of this bounty, 
eighty-seven of whom died of their injuries, and about fifty, 
more or less severely injured, ultimately recovered. 

An inquest was called by Coroner William D. Lamb. The 
jury commenced an investigation into the cause of the disaster 
on the 12th of January, and after a labor of two weeks, dur- 
ing which time nfearly forty large octavo pages of closely 
printed evidence were taken down, a verdict was rendered. 
The only conclusion to be drawn from all this evidence was 
that the primary cause of the calamity was the use of 
cast iron pillars too weak to sustain the weight of the 
floors, roof, machinery, shafting, &c. The jury censured, 
with much severity, the chief engineer under whose general 
direction the work was performed. That gentleman is now 
gone to give an account before a higher, and, it may be, a 
more impartial tribunal. To review at length the evidence 
upon which the verdict was made up would be to exclude other 
topics which we design to touch, in the limits to which we are 
confined by the nature of this publication. On this one point 
— a broken pillar — hinged the whole matter, so far as the 
jury ascertained. In regard to this, the facts are simply 
these: — The mill was built by the Essex Company for the 



ADTERTISEUBBTS. 



PEDRICK & CIiOSSON'S 

MAMMOTH 

Furniture Establishment, 




00 

o 



Nos. 181 & 182 ESSEX STREET, 

AJiTD NOS. I, 3 & 6 AUESBUBT ST., 

Dealen In and Hannractaren of all Oie varloiH kind) of 

CUSTOM-MADE FIRST CLASS FURUITURE, 
HOUSEHOLD aOODS. 



OTJR FIRST CI^A.m& DEPARTMENT 



BEAUTIFUL CHAMBER SETB, 



0O3I3IO1V FTJK.NimjIl.B, 

a large and Taried atock. 

I^EVX] GBEBE B^ATHESS A2fD FUSE OUBLSD HOB8E HAZB. 

Eittnilon Tab 
paturna, aold »i 
Library Tsblei. 

XJPI10LSTERI]Sr& 

done Id alf Itj brancbca by tmaty and eip«HeDced workmen. All orders promptjj 
attended to, and p?nona1 atleotlon glT«D f<j our ovra boalaeaa, 
W. K. FEDRICK. .0. O. OLOSSOH. 



HISTORY OF LAWRENCE. 



Ill 



Pemberton Company, from plans furnished by the Pemberton. 
The work was done under the general supervision of Captain 
Charles H. Bigelow, under whose management the dam and 
canal, and most of the other mills in the ciiy, had been con- 
structed. Mr. I. D. Putnam, agent of the Pemberton Com- 
pany, testified before the .jury that Captain Bigelow ** intended 
to put in wooden pillars, such as were put into the Pacific 
mills," but Mr. Putnam says he ^* thought iron would be 
stronger — thought he could get them for two and'a half cents 
per pound. Captain Bigelow told him to enquire about it, 
and he would enquire at the Lawrence works." Mr. Putnam 
then says, ** I found a place to get them cheaper than he could 
at Lawrence." Captain Bigelow furnished a draft for columns, 
but it does not appear that he assumed any control in the mat- 
ter over Mr. Putnam after surrendering his convictions that 
wood was preferable to iron for the purpose. But he furnished 
a draft. That draft called for columns of the following dimen- 
sions and thickness, as appears by his own and other evidence : 
Lower story, six inches diameter and five-eighths of an inch 
thick; second story, five and three quarter inches diameter and 
half an inch thick; third story, five inches diameter and half 
an inch thick; fourth story, four and three-quarter inches di- 
ameter and half an inch thick ; fifth story, three inches diam- 
eter, solid. Mr. Putnam, as may be supposed, felt a deep 
interest in the stability of the property for which he was 
agent, and in order /^to make assurance doubly sure," he 
went to Lowell and solicited the opinion of Mr. James B. 
Francis, the eminent engineer, under whose supervision more 
mill work has probably been done than under that of any other 
man in America. Mr. Francis, not trusting to verbal directions, 
wrote Mr. Putnam a letter, in which he says: — ''Assuming 
the weight on the lower columns is the same as that on the cor- 
responding columns of the Pre^cott Spinning Mill, a column of 
seven inches diameter and half an inch thick would give ample 
strength, provided it could be properly cast. / should think 
it would be better to make it six inches in diameter outside 
and three-quarters of an inch thick^ which gives an abun- 
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dant margin for all contingeTicies. Of course, any column 
which has manifest imperfections should he rejected; hut my 
calculation is intended to cover all ordinary imperfections. 
The columns in the upper stories may be gradually diminished 
in size and thickness."* Here it will be seen Mr. Francis sug- 
gests the precise size, and, within an eighth of an inch, thick- 
ness which Mr. Putnam had ordered of the iron founder. In 
his testimony before the jury, Mr. Franjcis says the ^* weight 
upon each column upon the lower floor was between one- 
ninth and one-tenth of the estimated breaking weight of the 
columns, and providing the columns were made as nearly per- 
fect as they are usually made, this would be safe, though not 
as large a margin as I should recommend.'^ These columns 
having broken, their imperfections were appai-ant to every one 
who examined them. Mr. Francis also observed that *^as the 
columns turn out, he considered them unsafe." To argue 
that they were safe after such an event would have been an 



* Extracts fbom the Evidence of J. B. Francis before the Coroner's 
JuRT.p~" The year before this mill was built, I was asked by Mr. Putnam, who was 
at the time treasurer of the Boott Cotton Mills at Lowell, in relation to the pillars of a 
mill he was then intending to erect at Lawrence ; what was said I cannot now recollect, 
but I subsequently wrote him the following letter.'' [The letter here alluded to is 
quoted aboye.] 

" A diagram in the margin of the letter indicates that a five story mill, eighty feet 
wide, was contemplated. 

"As now informed, the area of floor supported by each column in the Pemberton 
Mill is fully double that supported by each corresponding column of the Prescott Spin- 
ning Mill ; and, consequently, each column has to support double the weight at the 
Pemberton as at the Prescott. This, of course, is assuming that the weight per square 
foot of floor is as great at the Pemberton as at the Prescott, of which I suppose there 
can be no doubt. 

"At the Prescott Mill, the beams are eight feet apart, these are ten feet apart; the 
space from column to column at the Prescott Mill is sixteen feet, here nearly twenty- 
seven feet. The product of 8 by 16 equals 128 square feet; that multiplied by the num. 
ber of stories (four), equals 512 square feet of floor which is supported by each column 
in the lower story of the Prescott. In the Pemberton Mill, 26 feet 10 inches, by 10 X 4, 
equals 1073 square feet which is supported by each column in the lower story ; the roof 
being also supported in addition at the Pemberton. The roof when loaded with snojw 
might be equal to one-third or one-half another floor. When I have madfian estimate 
of the strength of columns, it has been based on what weight they would have to sup- 
port. J always made an estimate, or have been furnished with one, for each particular 
case, when called on to calculate the strength of columns. As I recollect now, it has 
been my rule to make the columns of that size which would require a weight twelve or 
fifteen times greater than they will be required to support, to crush them. i^Vhen I 
say it would take twelve or fifteen times the weight to crush a column, I mean a column 
made and mH as porfeciily 9fi the oolunuis frcon which the rules are de4uced." 
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absurdity. But, for their imperfections, who was responsible? 
The founder was doubtless careful to forward no columns with 
imperfections which he had reason to believe would be mani- 
fest upon the outside. He may have known, and probably 
did know, that they were not honestly cast; and it may be 
true that Captain Bigelow should have critically examined 
them. But Mr. Putnam contracted for them, and he had even 
a deeper interest in them than Captain Bigelow. The fault, 
in our view, in this whole matter, falls upon the iron founder. 
Mr. Putnam, relying upon his honesty, did not deem it expe- 
dient to apply unusual tests to the work of his hands, and 
coming, as they did, through a party so deeply interested in 
the safety of the building as Mr. Putnam, neither Captain 
Bigelow nor any one under him deemed it a duty to go be- 
yond Mr. Putnam in the condemnation of materials to be used 
in the construction of his mill. 

In all the evidence before the jury in regard to the fall of 
the mill, only two or three persons could give any but the 
most vague and uncertain account of it. Among all the wit- 
nesses examined, the clearest views were given by Mr. Howe, 
one of the owners, and Mr. Chase, the agent. Mr. Howe had 
arrived here from Boston in the afternoon mail train, and as 
was his custom once a week, was passing through the mill in 
company with Mr. Chase. They had gone through the weav- 
ing room on the lower floor and the carding room, and were 
on their way through the spinning room in the third story. 
They entered the room at the north end, .and as they passed 
the mules Mr. Howe remarked to Mr. Chase that he thought 
they were running remarkably well. On reaching the last 
pair, he again remarked that ^' this pair of mules seem not to 
be working so well." Waiting long enough for Mr. Chase to 
explain that this was caused by being employed on slacken 
twisted yarn, a period estimated at fifteen seconds alone pre- 
vented their being at the very point where the fall commenced. 
Mr. Chase says they heard a noise and simultaneously the 
mules stopped. He exclaimed ''What is that?" On looking 
in the direction of the noise towards the southerly end, about 
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mid-way of the passage in the westerly alley, they discovered 
at once that the columns were falling towards them, and the 
beams were sinking. Mr. Chase was just the man for this 
emergency. A door upon his right, usually kept olosed, but 
almost providentially now open, led into the cloth room of the 
wing of the mill. He turned Mr. Howe around and started 
him to and through this only means of escape, and followed 
himself with all the precipitation he could command, and yet 
so rapid was the fall that as he entered the cloth room, he says 
he felt the rush of the wind and the splinters around him. 
Mr. John Tatterson, whom we met as he emerged from the 
ruins in a state of almost lifeless stupefaction, though unin- 
jured, was an overseer in the wing of the mill which did not 
&I1 with the main building. He stepped from his department 
into the main building, and*, just as he entered, he saw about 
two-thirds of the building at the south of him coming down 
with a downward curvature in the centre. He had no time to 
get back to his room, but sought safety in a corner of the 
room, and went down with the floor. He was under the ruins 
about half an hour. Newell D. Dean, an overseer in the card- 
ing room, said he heard a noise and thought a Bhaft had broken. 
Looked around and saw the floor near the south end coming 
down. He describes the noise like that of a heavy tree falling 
in the midst of a thick forest, and says that the time from the 
first noise to the complete demolition of the mill was not over 
half a minute. Alonzo N. Wing, who was employed in the 
winding room in the fifth story, said he saw the mill fall- 
ing and started on a run for the north end. He had gone 
about eighty feet when the whole was down. He thought the 
westerly portion of the floor fell first. James N. Bead, who 
was employed in the river building, had just left the main 
building and closed the door when the disaster occurred. He 
says the sound of the fall resembled what has been described 
to him as an earthquake. He found his men jumping out of 
the back windows. One of them dislocated his feet by jump- 
ing out upon the rocks, and he closed the windows and stopped 
the panic. Many others employed in the mills testified before 
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the jury as to what they saw and heard, but the substance of 
all their testimony is embodied in what we have already writ- 
ten. 

A few weeks after the calamity, Messrs. John J. Dyer & 
Co., of Boston, published a pamphlet of nearly a hundred closely 
printed pages, detailing the circumstances of the fall, thrilling 
incidents, list of contributors to the relief fund, names of the 
killed and wounded, report of the inquest and abstracts of 
sermons delivered on the occasion in this city the Sabbath 
following the disaster. Many of the statements contained in 
this work are but repetitions of the same story, that the narra- 
tor was present in the mill, saw it falling and went down with 
it. But there are in it all the facts which the most careful 
investigation could bring out. The most terrible scenes nar- 
rated are those of Mr. Maurice Palmer, an overseer, who was 
not reached until the fire broke out. The flames were ad- 
vancing upon him as he was rea<3hed by his friends, and sweep- 
ing around them, threatened their destruction as well as Mr. 
Palmer's. In his despair he took his knife from his pocket 
and inflicted several severe wounds upon his throat, preferring 
death by suicide rather than by fire. But his friends did* not 
forsake him. He was rescued and carried to the hall, where 
he died shortly after. Dr. Burley testified before the Coroner's 
jury that he examined Mr. Palmer's wounds. He had three 
cuts across the neck of a serious nature, which might have 
caused death, but he had also internal injuries. Mr. Palmer 
belonged in Rochester^ N. H., where a family dependent upon 
his labor was left in destitute circumstances. An appeal in 
their behalf from Rev. J. H. Fuller was responded to liberally 
on the part of the relief committee here, and the benevolent 
in other places. Mr. Henry Nice went down with the mill, 
but was not much injured. On extricating himself he found a 
girl upon the floor with a piece of shafting across her neck. 
She was relieved by sawing a hole through the floor. He then 
went to the assistance of Mr. Darius Nash, who was badly in- 
jured and lying close by a young girl. The girl insisted that 
Mr. Nash should first be relieved. This Was done by cutting an- 
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other hole through the floor. The poor girl was pinned to the 
floor by the heavy machinery, which it was impossible to re- 
move before the fire reached her, and she perished in the 
flames. The wife of Mr. Thomas Nice perished in tie flames, 
and her remains were recognized by Mr. N. by a ring which 
he had presented her on their wedding day. Mr. James Bar- 
rett recognized the remains of a beautiful daughter simply by 
a portion of the dress which remained from the desolation of 
the fire, — ^the sorrowing mother had brought to the dead house 
the miniature of her daughter, and when she identified the 
dress she cast one look upon the picture and then upon the 
blackened and shapeless mass and instantly fainted and was 
carried away from the terrible scene by those in attendance. 
Other scenes quite as heart-rending occurred, but our limits 
forbid their recital. Several poor creatures were seen among 
the ruins and conversed with by working parties, but the 
flames reached them before they could be rescued. The body 
of Mr. La&yette F. Branch, overseer of the dressing room in 
the fourth story, was found beneath the fallen walls upon the 
south-east corner of the building. It is supposed that he 
leaped from the window at the approach of danger and was 
overtaken by the walls. His watch had stopped at IS minutes 
to five, and this is supposed to have been the precise time of 
the catastrophe. Several persons were rescued who reported 
themselves unhurt, but it was soon discovered that one had a 
broken arm ; another, Mr. Thomas A. Watson, had three ribs 
broken, his lower jaw broken in three places and several se- 
vere flesh wounds. 

During the night succeeding the accident the weather 
changed and became piercing cold, so that many of the unfor- 
tunate victims to the ravages of the fire would doubtless have 
perished by the severity of the weather before they could have 
been rescued, had not the terrible conflagration put so tragic 
and awful an end to their anguish. 

Strict justice to the dead and the living, but more particu- 
larly to one of the most sincere, earnest and high minded men 
who has ever been connected with the enterprises of this city, 
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demands from us an earnest though feeble tribute of exonera- 
tion from censure. That Capt. Bigelow felt the blow inflicted 
upon his reputation as an engineer in the fall of the Pember- 
ton, with terrible force, there can be no doubt. No heart 
beat more in sympathy with those who were perishing from 
the eflfects of this calamity than his own, and yet in all his long 
examination, nothing that might, by any possible construc- 
tion, be made to weigh against either his judgment as a man, 
or his attainments dS an able and trustworthy engineer, was 
withheld oh his part to shield himself from the odium of hav- 
ing caused it all. His evidence was calmly and most suc- 
cintly given. He attempted no evasion of responsibility, even 
when such an evasion would have been, not only by implica- 
tion, but upon every principle of honor and equity, fully jus- 
tifiable. He stood before that jury with a heart crushed with 
sorrow, but yet in the full stature of a sincere, honest, manly 
MAN, who preferred to bear upon his own devoted head the 
full measure of censure rather than even seem to cast that cen- 
sure upon others, though to others it might legitimately 
belong. 

We have said that the primary cause of this calamity was 
the use of pillars too weak to support the immense weight 
placed upon them. In view of the evidence before the cor- 
oner's jury this conclusion is justifiable. At this late day, 
and in the absence of more direct and positive evidence to tlie 
contrary, it would be as well, perhaps, that this conclusion 
should remain undisturbed. But there are, nevertheless, men 
of intelligence, some of whom went down with the mill, who 
believe that the primary cause of the calamity was the break- 
ing of a gear. No evidence before the coroner went to show 
that there was a single revolution of any part of the machinery 
after the fall commenced, but on the contrary, the evidence of 
Mr. Chase, the agent, if published as it was understood at the 
time by several hearers, would have been that he and Mr. 
Howe were in the center of the spinning room, ^oing south, 
when all at once the machinery stopped, and the mill began to 
fall. Mr. Howe says: ^' We heard a noise, and I think sim- 
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ultaneously the mulesstopped. On looking towards the south- 
erly end we saw the columns falling towards us." This result 
is precisely what might have heen expected by the breaking 
of the gear, to wit, a stoppage of the machinery, followed by 
the fall. K the commencement of the fall had preceded the 
stoppage, the conclusions to be drawn would have been pre- 
cisely with those of the jury. But this conclusion is not jus- 
tified by the evidence, and it is to be regretted that less atten- 
tion had not been given to proving what had become a self- 
evident and most palpable &ct in the mind of every one, that 
the pillars were insufficient to support the weight put upon 
them under certain contingencies, than to the contingencies 
which caused their destruction. Masons and carpenters, at 
home and abroad, were summoned to prove just what the jury 
had had abundant ocular demonstration was the fact, and that 
was that the mill was not strong enough. This needed no 
proof. But it had stood for six years, and reliable evidence 
went to show that the floors had been loaded much heavier 
than they were at the time of the fall. There was therefore 
some unusual contingency which brought them down. What 
could that have been, and why did the jury neglect to investi- 
gate it? Would it have exonerated Captain Bigelow from 
any measure of blame? Possibly it might, and justly. The 
tenor of the evidence would indicate more that the Essex 
Company was on trial for fraud upon the Pemberton Com- 
pany, in palming upon them insecure foundations, bad bricks, 
worthless lime, and cheap trash generally, than that the jury 
were deliberating calmly and impartially upon the real cause 
of a certain effect. It was more an investigation into what 
appeared to be than what really wa^. Subsequent investiga- 
tions proved that the foundations were as firm as a rock — the 
bricks rough, but hard — the mortar excellent, as was demon- 
strated wh^n the bricks were cleaned for rebuilding the mill. 
The timbers were of about the usual size* for such work, and 
in addition were trussed with iron to render them rigid, and 
firmly anchored in the walls. But the mill was down. An 
idiot could have correctly concluded that it fell because it was 
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not strong enough to stand. But what caused the fall is as 
much a mystery to-day as it was on the day when that jury 
commenced its laborious, long continued, and utterly fruitless 
investigation. We say fruitless; we mistake. After twelve 
days' labor, it aided materially in adding one more, if not the 
noblest of them all, to the already frightful catalogue of vic- 
tims of the terrible disaster. Captain Bigelow did not long 
survive the blow. 

The labor devolving upon the finance committee and their 
subordinates, but more especially upon the mayor, in conse- 
quence of the Pemberton calamity, was very arduous; but it 
was discharged with the utmost faithfulness. Mayor Saunders 
was perhaps the most active of all; laboring even beyond the 
limits of prudent care of the preservation of his own health 
in ministering to the necessities of the unfortunate sufferers. 
As a slight token of their appreciation of his untiring exer- 
tions in the cause of humanity, his fellow citizens bestowed 
upon him a valuable testimonial. 

Lawrence is probably better supplied with useful and enter- 
taining libraries than any city of its population in New Eng- 
land. There are, in the city no less than seven distinct collec- 
tions, embracing, in the aggregate, about 20,000 volumes. 
Nearly 8000 volumes are contained in the libraries of the At- 
lantic and Pacific Mills, the circulation of which is confined 
to persons employed on these two corporations. Probably the 
most elaborate arrangement for the dissemination of knowledge 
among the working people to be found on any manufacturing 
corporation in the world, is at the Pacific Mills in this city. 
It is not with books alone that the Pacific operatives are sup- 
plied. They have also access to a reading room, where an 
ample supply of papers and periodicals are neatly arranged 
and constantly accessible to all whose duties will permit them 
to avail themselves of their perusal. The Franklin Library, 
to which Mr. Abbott Lawrence so liberally and so wisely con- 
tributed, contains 8800 volumes. John C. Dow's library 
contains about 2800, Lewis Stratton's about 800, and I. A. 
Whitcomb's about 700 volumes. There is also a Farmers' 
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library, of about 500 volumes; Eventually, it is to be hoped, 
some, if not all, of these libraries may be united into one 
collection, to be freely used by all our people, under proper 
regulations. An effort to this end was made a year or two 
ago, but it was abandoned after making some little excitement 
among the reading community. The proposition was to unite 
several of these collections, either by gift or purchase, under 
the management of the board of trustees having charge of the 
proceeds of the benevolent and munificent gift of Hon. Daniel 
A. White, by which our people are indebted for the valuable 
course of evening entertainments known as the ** White Fund 
Lectures." When the funds accruing from this gift to the 
people* shall have accumulated sufficiently, it is designed to 
erect a hall for a lecture room upon a portion of the ground 
from which these funds have been derived ; and when this is 
done there is little room for doubt that the free library will in 
some way be provided. 

The 'charitable societies and institutions in Laj^wrence are 
very steadily growing in strength and usefulness. First in 
the scale of unostentatious and true christian benevolence we 
class the Masonic^ order, which respects no man simply for his 
worldly wealth or honors, and knows no distinction of calling 
or nationality. The good deeds constantly being bestowed 
upon the needy by this institution, as well individually as 
collectively, none but the recipients themselves can estimate. 
Of this fraternity there are two lodges of Master Masons, one 
encampment of Knight Templars, and one Royal Arch Chap- 
ter. The oldest is Grecian Lodge, which was formed in 1825, 
at Methuen, where it continued its good works until 1848, 
when the location of its temple was changed to Lawrence. It 
now numbers over two hundred active members.. Tuscan 
Lodge was formed in 1864, and now numbers about one hun- 
dred and thirty members. Mount Sinai Royal Arch Chapter, 
numbering about one hundred and thirty members, and Beth- 
any Encampment of Knight Templars, numbering about 
eighty members, were both organized in 1864. 

The Odd Fellows, an institution based upon very nearly the 
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same system of benevolence as the Masons, but of more re- 
cent origin and less extended means and influence, have now 
two lodges. United Brothers' Lodge was organized in 1848, 
and numbers about one hundred and twenty members. Mon- 
adnock Lodge was organized in 1867, and now numbers about 
fifty members. » 

Probably the benevolent acts of no organization in the city 
are more widely and generally felt than those coming through 
the hands of Rev. George P. Wilson, the city missionary. 
The <;ontributions thus dispensed come from no particular or- 
der, nation or sect. All who are able contribute somethings 
either of money, clothing, or other necessaries. Nothing 
goes amiss. These contributions are distributed to needy ap- 
plicants according to the discretion of the city missionary. 
That much good is done by this mode of benevolence, and a 
great amount of annoying street begging avoided, there is no 
room to doubt, nor can it be doubted that very much impo- 
sition on the part of professional beggars is also avoided; and 
those who, by sickness or accident, are reduced to a condition 
of need, as a general rule, know where to find relief from 
pinching want without exposing themselves to the odium of 
begging from door to door. 

At the head of White street is an imposing structure, the 
first ever erected in Lawrence for purely benevolent purposes, 
which is known as the Catholic Orphan Asylum and Home 
for Invalids. It has been erected at a cost of upwards of 
$28,000 by Rev. J. H. D. Taafie, president of the Catholic 
Friends' Society, an association now numbering one thousand 
members ; $10,058.00 has been expended by this society since 
its organization, 1856, for the relief of the poor and the sup- 
port and education of orphan children. No salaries are paid 
any of its oflScers, notwithstanding the most arduous labors 
often devolve upon them, in the line of their duty as ministers 
to the necessities of the poor. The building is three stories 
high, with a basement, of brick, and most thoroughly built. 
In the basement, which contains the furnaces for heating the 
entire structure, coal depositories, a kitchen, dining and a 
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recreation room for boys. The first floor is devoted to recep- 
tion, sitting, industrial and school rooms, a chapel, &c. The 
second floor is used as a sleeping apartment, the boys occupy- 
ing the right wing, the girls the left, and the Sisters of Char- 
ity the centre. The upper story is devoted exclusively to the 
purposes of a hospital. 

The foregoing charities have reference more to the temporal 
than the spiritual well being of community. It is proper, 
therefore, that we should here introduce what is rapidly be- 
coming an important charity, aiming solely to the moral and 
intellectual or spiritual welfare of the city. When the Essex 
Company purchased the land now embraced within the limits 
of the city, a considerable tract lying on the easterly side of 
Haverhill, between Franklin and White streets, was reserved 
by Hon. Daniel A. White, of Salem, under restrictions which 
precluded him from disposing of it to any one outside the Es- 
sex Company. This land contained the graves of Mr. White's 
ancestors, and a proper regard for their remains it is supposed 
precluded him from using it. But the graves of his family 
filled but a very small space, which has been surrounded by a 
substantial fence, at present the only mark by which one would 
suspect that it was the place of repose of a human form. It 
was not until 1852 that it became known to any one here what 
disposition Mr. White designed to make of this land. He 
then proposed to Mr. Storrow, agent of the Essex Company, 
to join him in a conveyance to the parties and for the pur- 
poses set forth, as follows : — 

•• By an indenture, dated Aug. 23d, 1852, by and between Daniel 
Appleton White, of Salem, Mass., of the first part; the Essex Com- 
pany, oif the second part ; and Charles S. Storrow, Nathaniel G. White 
and Henry K. Oliver, all of Lawrence, Mass., on the third part, it 
appears that the said Daniel Appleton White ** having at heart the 
welfare of his native place, the same being now a part of the town of 
Lawrence, and eamestlv desiring to do something to promote the im- 
provement and prosperity of its now numerous population, had, by his 
will, devised all nis right, title and interest in and to certain parcels of 
land, to certain trustees, to accomplish his purposes concerning the 
same :^' but subsequently became * ' desirous toat his intentions should 
be carried into effect during his lifetime, and that the said lands should 
now be conveyed to and vested in trustees, for the purposes aforesaid." 

He therefore proposed to the Essex Company, who possessed such 
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rights upon these lands that without their consent and concurrence they 
Could be made of no pecuniary value whatever, to join him in a convey- 
ance of all their interest, together with his, to trustees, who should be 
authorized to sell the lands, thus rendered free of incumbrance and 
valuable, and who, after allowing the proceeds to accumulate, should 
applv the income of the fund so created to certain public purposes, 
specified as follows : — 

** Firsts that they shall apply and appropriate so much of the said 
income as may be necessary for the establishment and support of a 
course of lectures, to be delivered annually, with a special design to 
enlighten the minds and elevate the character of the young of both 
sexes, by imparting to them a full knowledge of their true interests, 
with a deep conviction of the importance of early cultivating those vir- 
tiies, habits, and principles which constitute excellent character, and 
furnish the most reliable resources for their advancement and success in 
life. • 

The said lectures to be not less than six in number, to be delivered 
annually, by such persons as may be from time to time appoipted by the 
said trustees, in the town of Lawrence, on the following subjects : 

On the importance of a good character to success in life : On the 
unsurpassable value of the riches of character to the young of both 
sexes : On their ability to possess such riches, if they will, and with 
them to attain all that is needful of the less durable riches, and all that 
is most desirable of human enjoyment : On the virtues, habits, and 
principled most essential to good character : On the wisdom of giving 
an early and earnest attention to the cultivation and practice of these, 
and generally on the best means of intellectual, moral and christian 
improvement. 

And I direct that the said lectures shall be free to all of the indus- 
trial classes, and more especially to the young, but in respect to others, 
subject to such regulations as the trustees may see fit to prescribe. 

Second^ in case the whole of said income shall not be needed for the 
support of the said lectures, that the said trustees shall appropriate a 
further portion, not exceeding one-half part of the whole net annual 
income, to the purchase of books for the establishment and increase of 
a public library. Such library to he open and free of access to all the 
inhabitants of the town of Lawrence, subject only to such restrictions 
and regulations as the said trustees may see fit to impose, touching the 
use and preservation of the books. The said trustees in tJie purchase of 
books for the said library, to select those of sound moral . tendency, and 
to have especial reference to the wants of the young and of the indus- 
trial classes. 

Third, in case there shall be any surplus of the said net annual 
income, that the said trustees shall at anpr time, and from time to time, 
suffer the same to accumulate, if in their opinion necessary, and such 
surplus, together with such accumulation, shall add to the trust fund, or 
shall apply and appropriate in such manner as they, in the exercise of a 
sound judgment and discretion, shall consider best adapted to promote 
the moral, intellectual, and christian advancement and instruction of 
the inhabitants of the town of Lawrence— earnestly requesting the said 
trustees constantly to bear in mind, that the great object intended to be 
promoted and accomplished is the education and training up of the 
young in habits of industry, morality, and piety, and in the exercise of 
christian principles both in thought and action.^' 

The Essex Company cordially assented to the proposition of Judge 
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White, and joined in the conveyances necessary to carry his intentions 
into effect ; and the three gentlemen above named accepted the trust, in 
accordance with the provisions of the indenture establishing the same." * 

From the proceeds of the sale of this land our people are 
indebted for the course of ^^ White Fund Lectures'' now an- 
nually given gratuitously at City Hall. In the course of 
time a building will be erected upon a part of the ground, 
probably opposite the new Catholic Church, suflBciently large 
to accommodate a library, and afford room for lectures. 

In his letter detailing the rise and progress of manufactur- 
ing enterprises in Lowell, (^^Introduction of the Power Loom 
and origin of Lowell,") Mr. Nathan Appleton says: — ^* One 
thing is certain, manufactures cannot be carried on to any 
great extent in this country in any other manner than by joint 
stock companies. A large capital is necessary to success. 
Individuals possessing suflScient capital will liot give them- 
selves up to this pursuit. It is contrary to the genius of the 
country." Only ten years ago, — 1858 — the sentiments of 



* An explanation in regard to this deed of trnst is due to other parties who survive 
Judge White. The facts respecting this tract of land, amounting to six acres^ are that 
Mr. White deeded it to Samuel Lawrence, March 28th, 1845, before the Essex Company- 
was organized. He subsequently discovered that there was in the deed from which he 
derived his title a clause reserving a part (or the whole) as a place of burial for the 
White family. In the meantime Mr. Lawrence had transferred the property to the 
Essex Company. On the 8th of March, 1848, ijt the solicitation of Judge White, the 
Essex Company restored the land to him, but with the reservation of the right to use 
any part of it for streets. Sec, and also binding Mr. White forever to keep the land as 
a private or public burial place, excluding the erection of all buildings except such as 
might be required for the purposes of a cemetery — without the written consent of the 
Essex Company. We think a stone shed was once put upon the land by consent of 
Mr. White and removed by order of the Essex Company. The land was centrally lo- 
cated, and the assessors put Its valuation pretty high. Mr. White demurred from pay- 
ing taxes upon it because it Was a burying ground, but the assessors insisted that the 
ground thus occupied was not a fiftieth part of the whole. The property in this con- 
dition was valueless to every one but the town, and only valuable to it so far as it con- 
tributed to the public funds. To Judge White it was no better than an elephant to 
whose voracity he must contribute but from whose labor he was excluded, Whether 
at the time the Essex Company transferred the land to Judge White he contemplated 
its application to the object to which he ultimately devoted it, is not for us to say. The 
Essex Company's deed to him indicates that they had no knowledge of the kind, or 
the provisions forbidding its u.se for other purposes than a cemetery, which they very 
well knew the public authorities would not allow, would have been changed to a fortn 
indicating in some degree its future destiny, and doing away with the necessity of the 
joint deed from Judge White and the Essex Company. As the public records now 
stand, one would be at a Iom to decide whether it was Judge White or the Essex Com^ 

paay to whom the public are indebted for this liberal bequest in theit behalf. 
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Mr. Appleton were undoubtedly the sentiments of a majority 
of the people of this country. But a change has been gradu- 
ally working its way upon the public mind. A colossal enter- 
prise like the Pacific, or Washington, or Atlantic, with all 
their varied interests, must either be controlled by a mind 
equally colossal, or they will not be a very marked success. 
These minds are not manufactured to order. They rise only 
at long intervals in periods of time. It is easy for a joint 
stock company to build a gigantic factory, fill it with costly 
machinery, and say to themselves, we will make this, and we 
will make that, and above all we will make money. But are 
they sure of that? Does the history of the large corpora- 
tions of Lawrence not show most conclusively that these 
calculations have been illusive? The Pacific has been a 
brilliant success to be sure, but how wisely have the directors 
selected the managers of this enterprise, and even with these 
how little of faith or hope remained when the stock of this 
corporation, now selling at $1800, was depressed to less than 
$100 per share, and the company claimed and obtained an 
extension upon their notes. Men who were esteemed as of 
more than ordinary financial acuteness then dropped their 
Pacific stock in utter dismay, in anticipation that the &te of 
the Bay State Mills was to fall upon the Pacific. But the 
managers of the Pacific were equal to the great emergency. 
At a future day it may be proper to speak with adequate full- 
ness of this crisis, and of the specific acts which saved these 
mills from disaster. It is enough to say here that there are 
probably very few men in this country who could have carried 
these mills along as did Mr. J. Wiley Edmunds, the treasurer, 
and Mr. William C. Chapin, the agent. It is possible that 
they have their pecuniary reward in the confidence they re- 
posed in the declining stock, and their ability to carry the 
property through to a brighter day, and we hope they have. 
They deserve it. They won it at a time when not one man in 
ten thousand would have ventured a dollar in the stock to save 
the mills, and when fewer still anticipated that such an invest- 
ment would result in a fortune. 
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A DELIGHTFUL AND PLEASANT REMEDY IN 
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Catarrh, Headache, Bad Breath, 
Hoarseness, Asthma, Bronchitis, 
Coughs, Deafiiess, &c., &c., 

aud all DiseaHes resulting from COLDS in 

Head, Throat, and Vocal Organs. 

This Remedy doe« not "DRY FP" a Catarrh but IA)0dEN8 it; frees the head 
of all offensive matter, quickly removing Bad Breath and Headache; 

Allays and Soothes the Burning Heat in Catarrh; 

is so MILD and AGREEABLE in its effects that it positively 

As a TROCHE POWDER, it is pteasant to the taste, and never nauseates; when 
swallowed instantly gives to the Throat and Vocal Organs a 

Delicious Sensation of Coolness and Comfort. 

IS THE BEST VOICE TONIC IN THE WORLD ! 

TRY IT! SAFE, RELIABLE, AND ONLY 35 CTS. 

Sold by Druggists and the trade everywhere, or mailed free ; address, 

COOPER, WILSON & CO., Prop'rs, Philadelphia. 

Sold in Lawrence by 

GBOHGB F. TALBOT^ 

COEBTER ESSEX AND MILL STS. 
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The history of the Atlantic Milk, with a capital of ,^1,500,- 
000, has not been brilliant, though its home management has 
been controlled with care and guided by intelligence. It is 
every way a splendid property, a model of neatness and order 
internally and externally, yet it cannot be justly ranked 
among the successful enterprises of the past twenty years. 
Nor is the history of the Everett in any marked degree more 
successful, notwithstanding the mills and grounds were pur- 
chased at not more than forty per cent, of their intrinsic value. 
The Bay State and the Pemberton Mills it is well known were 
a most disastrous failure. These are the very class of mills 
of which Mr. Appleton speaks. Only one in five has really 
been what may be termed a perfect success^ and even the fifth 
must inevitably have failed but for the herculean power which 
was developed in the treasurer and agent. As an evidence 
that Mr. Appleton's judgment, though possibly in some meas- 
ure at an earlier day justified, is not warranted in its appli- 
cation to the manufacturing business of the present time, it is 
enough to say that of all the mills recently started up in this 
city and' vicinity, excepting the new mills erected uilder ex- 
isting charters, and the Everett, which occupies the spacious 
edifice formerly the property of the Lawrence Machine Shop, 
no large corporation has gone up here. The mills have been 
of smaller capacity and easier management, with but few own- 
ers, and they enjoy the general reputation of having been far 
more successful than a majority of their more pretentious 
neighbors. It is very doubtful whether the financial history 
of manufacturing enterprises in America, when taken as a 
whole, even from the earliest commencement, will show more 
marked, or even as great success, on the part of large corpo- 
rations as among the smaller and more easily and cheaply 
managed enterprises, directed by the close personal supervision 
of a few practical and experienced owners. Our own vicinity 
most assuredly demonstrates that alike in the manufacture of 
fabrics of flax, carding wools, worsted yarns and braids, indi- 
vidual enterprises have been far more successful than any 
others. The curious anomaly has, in years past, been pre- 
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Turbine Water Wheel, 

A. M. SAVAIN, AGENT, 
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Fig. 1 is a perspec- 

Caaed 18 inch Wheel, 
adapted to a very high 
head. Thu casing, G, 
contains the wheel and 
gato. From G rises 
tlie quarter turn which 
is to connect with the 
pentfitock, flume or 
fore-bag, from which 
the water is supplied 
for the wheel. This 
quarter turn also sup- 
ports the gate hoisting 
apparatus, consisting 
of the hand wheel, A ; 
gear, B; pinion, C; 
rack, D ; gate rods, 
E ; and their packing 
boxes, F F, These 
wheels are peculiarly 
adapted to mill sites 
subject to back water 
or the flow of tides [ 
also, where the sum- 
mer drought reduces 
the flow of water to 
three-fourths, one-h'lf 
or even one-fourth the 
capacity of the wheel. 
For these purposes 
especially they are 
warranted superior to 
anything ever yet in- 
vented. 



> 



HISTORY OF LAWRENCE. 148 

sented of a corporation dispensing nearly as much money to 
salaried agents and superintendents in one and another of its 
departments as to all the operatives out of whose lahor the 
entire expenses of the concern were expected to be paid. 
That concern is now extinct, as might have been expected. It 
is very plain to the most casual observer that experience and 
prudence gather the golden fleece in manufacturing enter- 
prises, whether upon a small or more extended scale, and that 
a large concern must, to be successful, be controlled by a mind 
corresponding in intelligence to the variety, as well as the 
magnitude of the work, or it must eventually go down. It 
has, however, been as abundantly demonstrated that a persist- 
ent aim at perfection in a few fabrics is a guarantee of ulti- 
mate succesSy while a system of changes from one grade to 
another, to check-mate others who are apparently successful, 
is equally sure to lead to disaster. One man may be fitted to 
manufacture cotton goods with eminent success, while another 
may be equally well adapted to success in the fabrication of 
woolens, and still another in the combination of wool and cot- 
ton. Each of these is by itself a trade essentially different 
from the others, and to be successful must be prosecuted by 
persons skilled in that particular branch, or be directed by a 
mind sufficiently enlightened and comprehensive to take in all 
at once. Such a mind can control armies and navies and win 
victories over superior forces, and such minds are most lament- 
ably few. 

There is one other, and, in our view, the greatest of all 
errors in the manufacturing system of this region. It grew 
out of the necessities of the manufacturers at the outset of 
manufacturing enterprise* in Ifew England. We allude to 
the ^manner of selling the goods through commission houses 
instead of selling them at the place of manufacture. It is 
possible that no other system can now be established in this 
vicinity. A better system is adopted in many parts of Europe, 
and has recently found it& way among the manufacturers in 
the western states of this country. There the manufacturer 
sends out his samples to wholesale houses in the nearest cities, 
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and sells on orders only. It is claimed that by this system a 
saving amounting to an ample profit on the labor of a mill is 
made. The risk by this system will depend on the terms of 
sale, and will range from nothing in net cash transactions to 
the same as when selling by commission. In no contingency 
would there be greater hazard by selling on credit at the mills 
than by a system of credits through commercial agencies ; for, 
while the mills are charged heavily for guarantees against loss 
from the failure of purchasers, it is seldoija that a wide-spread 
disaster falls upon the country that the mills do not incur 
heavy losses in spite of these guarantees. They literally 
amount to dross at the very time they should glitter like pure 
gold. 

We have come within a few years upon a new manufacture 
in America, which promises to bring about a most salutary 
change alike in the manufacturing and agricultural industry 
of the country, and at the same time a much needed im- 
provement in the standing condition of the people of the 
northern, middle and western cities. Previous to 1860 the 
use of combing or worsted wools, except for carpets and de- 
laines was almost entirely unknown among us. In six years, 
(1866) it is computed that of the Cotswold and Lecestershiie 
wools derived from Canada and the states bordering upon Cana- 
da, no less than 3,000,000 of pounds were fabricated in the 
United States. Of this over 2,000,000 pounds were used 
on the Merrimac and its tributaries, and more than 500, OSO 
pounds in this city alone. Since that time, so rapid has been 
the improvements in machinery, coupled, we are glad to say, 
with an accession of skilled labor from Europe, that this man- 
ufacture bids fair to assume at no distant time most important 
proportions in comparison to those which have heretofore en- 
grossed the attention of mill owners. We are among those 
who look upon the manufojctures of a country as its greatest 
glory, and when we contemplate the almost endless variety 
of purposes to which this species of manufacture is adapted 
— and more especially when we reflect that four-sfxths of 
all our importations of woolens are of worsted^ in one or 

19 



146 ADVERTISBMBNTS. 



f Woolen Manufaet^ers. 

WOOLEN MACHINERY MADE BY 

JOHDSr ISr. PEIUCE, 

HOWE STREET, LOWELL, MASS. 

I attend specially to the mantifacture of 

FIiOCK OUTTBBS, IiOOMS, SHA'WTi-FBINaE TWISTEBS Ain> 

PHililNG-WINDEBS 

The Flock Cutters are of Chase's patent, well-known, and extensively used. 

The Looms are cam-looms, of any required width, (mostly broad,) and with 
or without drop-boxes ; strong, easy-working, and will do good work with but litUe 
repairs. 'J'hev are adapted to Flannels, ( either plain or twilled,) Shawls, Bepellants, 
Doeskins. Satinets, Cassimere, and various other kinds of goods. 

The Fringe Twisters are of the Whipple patent, and are used, wherever known, in 
preference to all others. 

The Winders are mainly for coarse, heavy yarn, and for their utility I would refer to 
the U. 8. Flax Manufacturing Company, Central Falls, R. I., or to the Boston Flax 
Mill, Braintree, OfBce, No. 83 Commercial St., Boston. 

I append four letters by which it may be seen in what estimation my machines are 
held. 

BOBTON, June 25, 1866. 
John N, Peirce, Esq.f 

Dear Sir : — On my return from the Mill, I find your favor of the 21st Inst., 
in regard to the Looms. It gives me pleasure to say that the Broad Looms you made 
for me arc workine admirably, and without a known fault. They are heavy and strong 
and the workmanship is all that could be desired, and in these days of slight of-hand 
in getting up machinery, manufacturers will not fail to appreciate the quality of your 
work. I think them the best Flannel I,.ooms that I have ever seen, and that any ** big 
shop" might be proud to produce their equal. 

I am very truly yours, &c., 

JOHN CLARK, 66 Milk Street. 
Office of the Waterloo Woolen Mf'o Co.^ I 
Waterloo, N. Y., April 3d, 1867. } 

John N, PeircSf Esq,, 

Dear Sir :— Yonr letter of March 27th is received. We have nsed eight of 
your Fringe Twisters long enough to give them a fair trial. The machines are easy 
to keep in order, and make a very perfect fringe, much more so than any other ma* 
chines we have used. Please fill the remainder of our order as early as you can. 

Yours truly, 

C. W. COOKE, 8up»t. 
Office of the Steam Woolen Compant, ) 
Catskill, N. Y., April 23d, 1267. J 

John N. Peirce^ 

Dear Sir :— Your machines work finely, and we think they are the best ma- 
chines in operation. We have seen Roy's, and do not think they are as good as yours. 
There is nothing about Roy's machines that would improve yours, in our opinion. 

Yours truly, SAMUEL HARIUS, Agent. 

Lawrence, Sept. 6, 1867. 
Jfr. John y, Peirce, 

Dear Sir :— In reply to yours I would beg leave to state that in my long 
experience in the making of Woolen Flocks, I have tried many kinds of machines for 
cutting them, but have found none equal to yours. They do the most work with less 
labor and expense. 

I am yours respectftilly, 

WM. MCALLISTER. 
I have for sale a lot of Looms, both broad and narrow, that have been in operation, 
some of them but a short time, and some of them longer. They have been laid aside, 
not because worn out, but to give place to other kinds. 

The broad are of my make, and nave run only a short time, and are not the least 
worse for wear. They have drop-boxes ; weave two or four shades, and were made 
for shawls. A part of the narrow ones have the Crompton Fixtures, and the others 
are for five shades, (Doeskin or Satinet,) or plain. 

I will sell these as they are, or will work them over and make them as good as 
NEW, and sell them very low. Any one wishing to get good I^ooms at a low price, can 
find a chance here. 

JOHN N. PBIROE, Lowell, Mass. 
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another of its varied forms, we cannot repress an expression 
of most hearty gratification at the beginning o{ what we feel 
must very shortly prove one of the most important branches of 
trade ever introduced into this country. More than 300,000 
persons are employed in France, and about 90,000 in England, 
on worsted goods. A single firm in the town of Bradford, in 
England, sends annually to America a list of worsted fabrics 
embracing over sixty distinct grades of goods. But, the un- 
tutored reader may ask, in what consists the difierence between 
worsted and other woolen manufactures? Simply in this: — 
broadcloths and the like are made up of wool of fine texture 
and short staple, which passes through the cards and is spun 
precisely as is cotton, the fibre of the wool laying in no par- 
ticular direction. As it comes from the cards it may be spun 
into yarn or felted into hats or cloth. Worsted, on the other 
hand; is manufactured from long and generally coarser wool, 
which, by a peculiar arrangement of the machinery through 
which it passes, from the time it enters the water to be cleansed 
of its impurities until it is attenuated to the fineness of a spi- 
der's web, is one continued process of straightening and lay- 
ing out the fibres in the same direction. If, in this process, a 
fibre should be broken, or should any short fibres or bits of 
curled wool happen to stray into it, the nicely adjusted ma- 
chinery hunts it out and discards it as a worthless interloper. 
No branch of manufactures of the textile fabrics bears *ny 
just comparison in interest to the thoughtful and reflecting 
mind with that of worsted. Computing by arithmetical pro- 
gression, the number of times that a given quantity of wool 
is drawn and doubled from the washer to the finished yarn 
would afford an interesting exercise alike for the most profound 
schols^r and the active school-boy. The ladies are indebted to 
this branch of manufactures for all their alpaeas, delaines, lus- 
tres, camblets, worsted crapes, coburgs, lastings, moreens, 
Orleans cloths, alepines, shalloons, queen's cloth, and many 
others, in fact an almost infinite variety of dress goods, to- 
gether with all the braids and bindings known as worsted or 
alpacca. From the crown of the head to the sole of the foot, 
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AND MANUFACTURERS' ARTICLES, 

CITY Mii^RKET HOUSE, 
MARKET STREET, . . LOWELL, MASS. 



We manufacture to order, at our Chemical Works and Mills, situated at North Bil- 
lerica, with a never falling water power, enabling us at all seasons to fill our orders 
promptly, the following list of articles, to which we would call the attention of dealers 
and manufacturers : — 



Barwood, 

Brazilwood, 

Camwood, 

Fustic, 

Hypemic, 

Lunawood« . 

Logwood, 

Peachwood, 

Red Sanders, 

Redwood, 

Sappanwood, 



Qner. Cit. Bark, 
Lac Dye, 
Cream Tartar , 
Red Tartar, 
Nut Galls, 
Tumeric, 
Divi Dlvi, 
Argols, 

Sperm Oil Soap, 
Palm Oil Soap, 



Aqua Fortis, 
Aqua Ammonia, 
Bnrwood Spirits, 
Blue Vitriol, 
Ext. Indigo, 
Indigo Oil Vitriol, 
Iron Liquor, 
Oil Vitriol, 
Muriatic Acid, 
Muriate Iron, 



jMuriate Tin, 
Nitric Acid, 
Nitrate Iron> 

do Copper, 
Plumb Spirits, 
Preparing Salts, 
Rea Liquors, 
Redwood Spirits, 
Scarlet Spirits, 
Tin Crystals, 
Yellow Spirits. 



We have constantly on hand, in Store, in addition to above : 



Alum, 

Brimstone, 

Bleaching Powders, 

Cochineal, 

Cudbear, 

Copperas, 

Cutch, 

Flavine, 



Glue, 

Gambler, 

Gum Arabic, 

Indigo, 

Lace Leather, 

Madder, 

Oil Vitriol, 

Oils, 



Potash Blchrome, 
Potash Pruss, 
Potash, ' 
Pickers, 
Picker Leather, 
Reeds, 
Shuttles, 



Sal Soda, 

Soda Ash, 

Soda Soap, 

Sumac, 

Sugar Lead, 

Twines and Tapes, 

Tin, 



And all articles generally used by Manufacturers. 

With •XLT increasing facilities and long experience, we do not hesitate saying to 
dealers and manufactarers, that quality and price shall be satisfactory. 
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either woman or child may be more comfortably dressed in 
this fabric than in cotton. And it is a source of no little sat- 
isfaction that this fabric, in some form, is so rapidly supplant- 
ing cotton in domestic use. For fifty years the varied forms 
into which cotton has been wrought have given to these fabrics 
an almost unlimited use in New England. Their track is 
marked by enfeebled and consumptive families. Our grave- 
yards are filled with the remains of men and women whose 
duration of life has fallen sadly short of that of an ancestry 
whose clothing was fabricated solely from wool, around the 
domestic hearth-stone. The substitution of fabrics of wool 
for those of cotton, as articles of dress, indicates an increased 
skill in manufactures in which no American can fail to take 
a deep interest. They inspire the hope that the time will 
soon come when they will drive out from among us the bulk of 
our cotton manufactures, as only fit to be used by the people 
inhabiting the regions which produce the raw material. ' For 
years gone by it has been claimed that '* cotton is king,'' and 
during all the time it might as truly have been said that it 
was a joint partner of the '*king of terrors." Its pathway 
is little better than a desolation, and now that a fabric, neater, 
more durable, healthier, and ultimately cheaper, has arisen 
to take its place, no one who prizes the happiness and pros- 
perity of the country will fail to greet it with most hearty 
satisfaction. • * . 

We have before said that the consumption of combing wool 
in this city amounted to 500,000 pounds. This estimate is 
based upon the business of 1865 and 1866. From careful 
enquiries among the manufacturers of Lawrence, we find that 
the machinery already set up, or now being set up, will re- 
quire in the aggregate no less than 1,200,000 pounds of 
combing wool. Present appearances indicate that the valley 
of our noble river is destined to be the seat of the worsted 
trade of the United States. No mills exclusively for the 
manufacture of cotton have been erected in this vicinity for 
many yeaj*s. On the other hand, we have had no less than 
five mills erected for woolen and worsted fabrics exclusively. 
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American Water Wheel Company, 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

Turbime Water Wheel. 




For Cotton and Woolen Factories, Grist Mills, Saw Mills. &e. ; 

Mill Q-earing, Shafting and Pulleys 



IMPROVED REOXJLj^TORS, 

(the best in use.) 
GRIST MILLS AND SAW MILLS 

All orden promptly eieculed. 

Waier Wheel Workx, 387 Federal St. Btuineas Office, 31 Eschange 81., 

BOSTON, MASS. 

AIiOITZO 'WASRBV. AffODt. 
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and two, the Everett and Pemberton, have each a woolen de- 
partment. All the most recently erected mills are run alone 
on woolen or worsted fabrics. 

In the line of braids there is probably more doing here 
than in any other location in America. The machines upon 
which these braids are manufactured are of American inven- 
tion, less complicated, lighter and cheaper than the machines 
for the same purpose used in England. It is also claimed 
that they do more and better work, and that, as a consequence, 
the importation of braids from Europe must shortly cease for 
want of a market, or because home competition will so cheapen 
this article that the products of Europe will cease to find the 
American market remunerative. The first person to enter 
upon this line of trade was Mr. George C. Moore, who com- 
menced with only a few machines. His success soon induced 
the formation of the Wright Manufacturing Company, who 
set in motion 186 machines. This company was followed by 
Wade & Walworth, who, in addition to the manufacture of 
braids, also comb their own wools and spin the yarn used 
upon their braids. They run 125 .braid machines. Messrs. 
King, under the name of the Lawrence Braid Company, run 
16 machines. The Atlantic Cotton Mills, in addition to the 
legitimate objects embraced in their charter, have erected a 
large and handsome mill for the manufacture of worsted yarns 
and braids. They have 80 spinning machines and 213 braid 
machines, but no part of this mill is now in operation. For 
the present, we believe all the other braid machines are kept 
at work to their full capacity. Were all the above machines 
in full operation they would every year turn out a length of 
braid sufficient to reach from London to San Francisco, across 
the American continent. Messrs. Stedman & Doland have 7 
Jacquard looms, embracing 118 shuttles, 48 of which are for 
fancy work, which they will soon start up on bindings and 
trimmings of a class altogether superior to any ever before 
manufactured in this country, and equal in every respect to 
the best importations. 

There are eighteen distinct corporate and individual enter- 
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prises in this city, Methuen, Andover and North Andover de- 
voted to the manufacture of textile goods, independent of the 
braid works which do not manufacture their own yarn. Of 
these, ten are devoted entirely to woolen goods, one to flax, 
two to cotton alone, and five to manufactures both of cotton 
and wool. In two of the last named establishments wool is 
the predominating fabric, and in three cotton predominates. 
If in full operation, these mills would consume not less than 
4000 tons of the difierent qualities of combing and carding 
wool per year. The woolen goods embrace almost every grade 
of American manufactures, from flannels to the best cassi- 
meres, dress goods and shawls. It is a source of pride to this 
community that two prizes should have been awarded upon the 
goods sent from this city to the World's Fair at Paris, and es- 
pecially that one of these should have been the first premium 
on textile fabrics. This prize, of the value of nearly $2000, 
was awarded to Mr. William C. Chapin, in behalf of the Pa- 
cific Mills. A silver medal was awarded to Mr. John* L. 
Hayes, secretary of the National Association of Wool Growers 
and Wool Manufacturers, in behalf of •the Washington Mills 
in l^is city. 

We embody the woolen business in the foregoing form that 
the reader may the more readily Comprehend its vast magni- 
tude and rapidly increasing importance in this vicinity. The 
''little" mills of Andover and North Andover have wrought 
out fortunes for their owners in their patient industry for many 
a year; the mills in Lawrence and Methuen are of more re- 
cent origin, but we trust they are all surely making their way 
to like success. In the quality of fabrics, it is undoubtedly 
true that very few mills in Europe equal those of this region, 
and it is to be regretted that such fabrics should, on any con- 
sideration, bear any other than their true character when sent 
to market. It is high time that our best fabrics should be put 
upon the market for what they really are — American manu- 
factures — without being debased by fictitious labels, indicating 
that they have a foreign origin. If perverted taste demands 
such pandering, the common good forbids it ,and the better 
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sense of every friend of American industry most emphatically 
condemns it. 

The hatting business also consumes a large amount of wool 
and gives employment to a considerable population. As near 
as we can ascertain, over 250 tons .of wool and 500 hands are 
employed in this business. All the hat establishments are 
run by steam power. This business has long been prosecuted 
with success in Methuen, and is growing rapidly in this city. 

In the manufacture of cotton fabrics, not far from 6000 tons 
of raw material is used. Of this, about 80 tons is converted 
into duck and sail ^wine, and the entire balance is made into 
some of the various fabrics for domestic use, such as tickings, 
shirting stripes, shirtings, sheetings, checks, print cloths, 
cambrics, &c., or combined in tlie foriii of warp for fabrics of 
mixed cotton and wool. The Pacific uses, in one or another 
of these forms, over 1000 tons ; the Atlantic about 3000 tons; 
the Washington, Pemberton and Everett about 1500 tons. 

The aggregate of coal used by the various manufactories in 
this region, including 4000 tons used by the Gas Company, 
cannot fall short of 40,000 tons per annum. It is an item of 
considerable importance in connection with tlie cost of manu- 
facturing, and yet it is one that is often given with much of 
vague reluctance. 

The growth of Lawrence is pretty well indicated by the in- 
crease in the consumption of gas during the past ten years. 
The amount disposed of in 1857 equalled only about 7,500,- 
000 feet per annum. The present supply is equal to 82,000,- 
000 feet. Every mill in the city, and most of the large work- 
shops, are lighted by gas. All the mills and most of the shops 
are warmed by steam. 

The various mills and workshops in 'this city and vicinity 
annually consume nearly 175,000 gallons of oil, about 500 
tons of starch, and something over $1,000,000 worth of drugs 
and dyes, and give employment to not less than 14,000 oper- 
atives. The capital employed in these various enterprises it 
is not easy accurately to estimate. Very few persons engaged 
in manufacturing enterprises, unless working under a charter, 
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care to tell precisely the amount of capital they employ; and 
even some of the corporations, whose merited good fortune 
has appeared in the enlargement of works and purchase of 
valuable property, instead of being made more widely mani- 
fest in extra dividends, are inclined to refer to the amount of 
money covered by their charters, rather than state the amount 
actually employed. A disregard of the amenities of respect- 
ful intercourse may be becoming in an assessor of taxes, while 
one in search of facts designed for publication might not be 
justified in such a departure from his sense of propriety. Our 
three largest corporations, the Pacific, Washington and At- 
lantic, are incorporated with an aggregate capital of $5,650,- 
000, nearly half of which ($2,500,000) belongs to the Pa- 
cific. Probably the entire capital now employed in the cir- 
cuit we have named may be equal to about $1,000,000 to 
every 1000 operatives, or about $14,000,000. 

No one branch of business has contributed more to the per- 
manent and healthy growth of Lawrence than that of paper 
making. The mills are mostly owned by residents of the city, 
and their sales are made, as a general rule, without the aid of 
commission houses. There are now in operation eight large 
mills, and still another is going up on the south side of the 
river. The mills already in operation give constant employ- 
ment to some 300 or 400 hands, and manufacture from 5000 
to 6000 tons of paper annually. Of the mills in operation, 
the Russell Paper Company own two, which are run on fine 
book, cap and white envelope, of which they make not far 
from 7000 pounds per day on an average. This company em- 
ploys 113 hands. William Russell & Sons run two mills on 
Manilla, manufacturing about 5000 pounds per day, and giving 
employment to 37 hands. S. W. Wilder runs one mill on 
book and newspaper, of which he manufactures about 600 
tons annually, giving employment to about 50 hands. J. A. 
Bacon runs one mill on book paper, producing from 500 to 
600 tons annually, and employing about 40 hands. The six 
mills above enumerated consume annually over 3000 tons of 
coal and about 250 tons of bleaching powders. James S. 
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Monroe, of Boston, runs one mill, employing 16 hands, in 
the production of roofing or sheathing paper, of which nearly 
800 tons is made annually. W. B. Hayden & Co. employ 15 
or 20 hands in a manufacture which is as much entitled to be 
classed with the manufacture of paper (the process of manu- 
facturing being nearly identical) as the one last named. This 
manufacture is known as leather board, of which this mill 
turns out from 500 to 600 tons annually. 

In the line of machinery and factory supplies there are 
numerous shops. The oldest machine shop is that of Albert 
Blood. He employs 12 hands on mill shafting and general 
job work. Williams & Wilson employ 6 or 8 hands on general 
job work. The McKay Sewing Machine Works give employ- 
ment to about 50 hands in the manufacture' of sewing ma- 
chines, adapted to sewing boots and shoes. J. C. Hoadley & 
Co. employ about 80 hands in the manufacture of portable 
engines and saw mill gearing.. McCabe & Co. have recently 
commenced the manufacture of steam boilers. They employ 
10 hands. — The Lawrence Flyer and Spindle Works is a grow- 
ing institution. They have gone into a corporate existence 
with f 50,000 capital, and now employ 45 hands. — Webster, 
Dustin & Co. employ 75 hands in the manufacture of woolen 
machinery of every description — L. Sprague & Co. employ 
about 40 hands in the 'manufacture of spools and bobbins of 
every description. 

There are two manufactories of card clothing in Lawrence. 
That of Warren & Robinson employs 10 hands, and use about 

100 sides of leather per week. They curry all the leather 
they use — Stedman & Fuller are also engaged in the manu- 
facture of card clothing, the leather for which is curried at 
their factory. These two establishments employ about 100 
card setting machines. * 

Davis & Furbur, of North Andover, run 110 card machines 
and employ 250 men in the manufacture of woolen machinery. 
In the last decade they have been the means of building up, 
through the employment aflForded in their business, one of the 
most flourishing and intelligent villages in the state. 
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In the line of wool hats tbere are about a dosen manufac- 
tories in Methuen and Lawrence. They employ, in the ag- 
gregate, not far ftom 500 hands. 

The shoe business has long maintained a large community 
in Methuen, and the recent introduction of new processes of 
manufacture by the aid of machinery is extending the busi- 
ness to this city, where power is more easily and cheaply ob- 
tained than at Methuen. During the dull times in 1856 a 
great effort was made to introduce this business into Lawrence. 
To this end the building now known as Ordway Block was 
built by the contributions of public spirited citizens, the Essex 
Company giving the land, and offered on terms deemed ad- 
vantageous to those engaged in the trade. But no one would 
take it, and after remaining idle for several years it went into 
the hands of its present owner, who purchased the land in 
order that the building might be diverted to other purposes. 

There are some things better not done than done imperfect- 
ly; and time, space and fitness of talent are all wanting with 
us, else the sacred duty of rendering to the '*boys in blue," 
who went forth from our midst, aS to privation and daring, 
and many^ alas ! to death, their meed of honor for noble sacri- 
fice in upholding a nation's life, might be attempted. 

The youthful vigor of our population loaned liberally of its 
strength to the imperilled nation in the hour of its need, and, 
before the more sluggish impulses of older commuiaities were 
stirred to action, two companies of the gallant '*01d Sixth" 
regiment, civilians of yesterday, were breasting the fury of 
a rebel mob in the streets of Baltimore, and the martyr 
Needham had fiEkllen, the first sacrifice upon the altan of. 
union. 

There is no need that we, at this day, should attempt, a. 
written record of the deeds of our soldiers through the san- 
guinary struggle; the hardships of campaigning atftt fresh in 
the minds of survivors and vivid in the memories of* the be- 
reaved and the sufferings and sacrifices of those who endured 
a soldier's fortunes and found a soldier's gravei 
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The names of all such will live in the future; the choicest 
oflFerings of genius will be laid upon the graves of the fallen, 
and historians and poets of coming centuries will make im- 
mortal in record and in song the heroes of to-daj. 

It is enough for us therefore to say that every demand upon 
our city during the war, through the excitement and heat of 
sudden calls for troops, of necessity for public expenditure en- 
tirely unprecedented, and calls upon private charity without 
limit, was fully met with a promptness indicative alike of un- 
questioned loyalty and an activity and enterprise not to be 
excelled. 

Statistics show that this city furnished 2617 volunteers and 
drafted men; paid in local bounties $83,675; $45,099,85 in ex- 
penses incurred by reason of the war; and more than $200,000 
have been paid und^r state la^s and by municipal liberality for 
the relief of soldiers, sailors and their &milies. The service 
rendered by a brave soldier can never be rewarded by pay- 
ment of money, but there is no surer test of a high civilization 
and an active christian sentiment in a community than its care 
for those impoverished in a struggle for the preservation of 
those characteristics in our form of government which gives 
us pre-eminence. Much was done in Lawrence by private 
charities towards alleviating the sufferings of the sick and 
wounded upon the field and in the hospitals. On the 7th of 
April, 1862, the Ladies' Soldiers' Aid Society was formed. 
During the war this association sent to the Sanitary Com- 
mission $8,500, and $500 to the Christian Commission, 
and gave $1,795 to Rev. George P. Wilson, city missionary, 
to be used at his discretion for the relief of such &milies of 
volunteers as might be in needy circumstances. In addition 
to this, a very large quantity of hospital stores and clothing 
for invalids was fabricated and forwarded to the hospitals near 
Washington. 

The operations of the Sanitary and Christian Commissions 
became, during the war, truly gigantic, giving to American 
warfare a distinguishing feature. The deeds of one Florence 
Nightingale were repeated by the sacrifices of hundreds of 
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American women who alleviated the suflFerings of the wound- 
ed and ministered to the dying in army hospitals — the record 
of these charities and ministrations is the silver lining of the 
war-cloud so recently dispelled. That Lawrence, in the days 
when the rehellion had its inception, and in those dark days 
when victory hung in the balance, never wavered in its ad- 
herence to the cause, never failed to respond to all claims upon 
private charity and public action, is a source of pride to every 
citizen, and an item of record we could ill afford to spare from 
the History of Lawrence. 

It was not far from the^r*^ of Aprils 1863, that Mr. A. J. 
Perkins conceived the idea of building a horse railway from 
Methuen, through Lawrence, to North Andover and Andbver. 
He presented, through Mr. John Doland, then in the legisla- 
ture, a petition for an act of incorporation, together with a 
draft of such a charter as he desired. By some means, never 
satisfactorily explained to Mr. P., the charter was issued, but 
with the names of Geo. D. Cabot, W. H. P. Wright and Wm. 
R. Spalding as corporators. This charter was renewed in 1866, 
and during the autumn of 1867 the track was laid from Me- 
thuen to the paper mills in Lawrence. It is a public conve- 
nience and a great success. 

In the list of newspapers published in Lawrence we omitted 
to mention that Homer A. Cooke issued several copies of a 
newspaper from the oflSce of the Sentinel^ under the title of 
Lawrence Republican. In 1849, Messrs. I. W. & D. F. 
Ayer issued a few numbers of a literary paper, entitled The 
Juvenile Traveler and Scholars' Literary Magazine, This 
paper was printed at the Courier office* Robert M. Bailey 
published a paper in aid of a health insurance enterprise, in 
which he was engaged in 1850. It continued only during 
the existence of the enterprise it was started to build up. In 
January, 1868, Mr. Charles C. Whitney issued a paper, a 
model of neatness, and withal a very judiciously edited sheet, 
under the name of The Holiday Guide. It is intended to 
publish it annually, and deserves a handsome support from 
thiB community. 
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in use, they feel assured that they can compete successfully with any other establish* 
ment in the prompt and neat execution of all work entusted to them, and at as LOW 
PRICES as can be offered anywhere. 

Special attention given to Frintinfi: fbr Ck>tton and "Woolen MaaufhbO* 
taring Establishments, Mercantile, Banking and Bailroad Oompanies, 

in short, all kinds of Job Printing, Plain or in Colors. 



ALL KINDS OF OOPPER-PLATE PRINTING. 

Marriage and Visiting Cards and Circulars, of the latest styles. 



v.-^^.-;- 

^^- 




Aim 'AJTDOTXB ADTEBTUEB, -' '' "' ; ■■ 

PnbUdted STHT Fild^r, U ob«-iirarlh lun^ thn uf otbfc piqrtf ' ': 



^'•*<i. 







t%® SSSfilS S9.» ®0ffi. A^K&S®!ffi ET, 



LAWRENCE, MASS. 

imd SlIAnisi:. fnmiiliiii? pnii-pr fnr oiir mami 



(Taylor ffMlin^fr *>'»*' Stflaras goo6 gwiSSfS, 

■J-lu.- Oi'r.lon tiiid IliigBl.* Job I'rp-o.: ami liavc lrf"llj- InmiMcd t.iir »I..ik of 
Uunk. Jnb mill r,«ler Tyijt, Hunli-iv, Itiilcn, i-lp.; ana lnvinn tin- 

Jnriii'.'jl llrinting JstaiUshmciii in Jaslcni JassachiiSi'tl^. 

jiroiiiplticiia, km- prlciv,nnil Iht: bext iTurliniillu)il)i, uiirqualltH] by any uilicr. 

»'<'iiivli>';itleiiih>iilnmir<llnm<iiiiIca(.'iilvndnnfiirthcpiutthrny>«ni,nn,lotlii'riMmi- 

uroiM fi|iiHimeibi of lino prlntlnfr- 

The Tri- Weekly American, 



J. E. CRANE, 

PlfflRlB, M©DltS, 



I 




J^xperinic)! (?v' Maehuiei"):, 



■iM fonil !^1 i;<.-.!oii. O A. AT. to -I 1'. M[. 
■JO .'.;■,,!!. (.. i...Mi'ii, - 10 !i r. ^!. 



3 2044 021 136 734 



The borrower must letum this item on or before, 
the last date stamped below. If another user 
places a recall for this item, the borrower will 
be notMed of the iiieed for m earliS ieti^ 

Non-receipt of overdue notices does not exempt 
the borrower from overdue fines. 



Harvard College Widener Library 
Cambridge, MA 02138 617-495-2413 




Please handle with care. 

Thank you for helping to preserve 
library collections at Harvard. 
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